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The Contents. 



I. '^T* Hat no Nation hath fuch advantages where- 

1 by toinrich themfelves, as England hath. 
3. That the private Exportation of our wooll and 
Pullers Earth^doth exceedingly hinder the Trade of this 
Kingdome, as tlfo doth the private Importation of Por- 
reign Prohibited Goods. 

3. The ignorance of our common People of the Law 
in fuch cafes , and want of incouragement to the dif ca- 
terers. 

4. The great lefs our silk and Ribbon-weavers. 

5. That the Trade of Clothing is the cbeifefi thing in 
the Nation. 

6. The pre fit gained by working up our Wooll by our 
own poor people ■, is almeft unfpeakable, and influential to 
all degrees of per funs in the Kingdome. 

7. That there is loft Millions per annum to the 
King and Kingdome , in Cujiomes , 8ic. by lofing our 
Trade of Clothing. 

8. That no other Country affords wooll to make good 
(loth without our Englifh wooll and Pullers Earth. 

.9. A recital of feveral Statutes concerning wooll , 
and the Tranfportaiion thereof, fetling the Aulangcrs 
Office, and for the wellmaking of Cloth } andthe abu- 
f?s of our good Lawes. 

10. Setting forth the induftryofthe Dutch, and 
ether Cuuhtrits , whereby in a great meafure they un- 
dermine our Trade. 

II, How the decay of Trade occafionsthe Poor to be 
fo numerow , b> ings Rents low, and conf rqueni ly Poverty 
to the Kingdome. 

12. Se- 



Several Qaxritt Propounded , bj way of ifr- 



A true friend to his Countrey, 
7 0. T REFERS. 



To the Right Honourable 



EDWJRD SErjUOU7{, 

Speaker of the R ight Honourable 
Houfe of COMMONS; Treafurer of 
His Ma/efties Royal Navy, and one of His Majefti.es 
moll Honourable Privy COVNCEL. 

Or me tofpeakcof the Nobility and 
Worth of your Anceftors, and the 
Noble Family (moft Honoured Sir) 
would be but as an Eclipfe of the 
Sun by the Moon, which is the Pla- 
net that moves in the loweft Orbe, 
but laying a fideall fuch thoughts , the Occalion of 
the Dedication of this enfuing Treadle to your 
Honour, is, 

Firft, for that you are fignally Elected to be the 
Speaker of the Honourable the Houfe ofCommo/it , 
theReprefentative of the Kingdome, wherein fuch 
Lawes are framed and fetlcd ,as ate conducible to 
the Weal, Honour, and Safety thereof. 




2. Bccaufe your Honours Abilities are fo pub; 
liquely rnanifelt , as that you are likewife Tingled 
out to be one of his Majcfties raoft Honourable 
Privy Con;: cel. 

3, And that which doth very much move me 
hereto is, becaufeyour converfe hath been much in, 
and about the Counties of Devon. Summerfet , and 
wilts, where the Trade of Clothing is very much 
u(cd,and therefore it may in all realon be deemed, 
that your Honours knowledge of ( and acquain- 
tance with ) Clothiers and 'their Imployments is . 
more than ordinary. 

Sir the great Ambition I have to manifeft my 
LoyaJty to the King, and my zeal tofervethc Coun- 
trey, puts me. upon thefe endeavours , to difcover 
not only the advantages by our Manufactures , and 
thedtfadvantages to the Kingdome by the crffati-' 
onthereofj but alfo the great FrauT and Abufes 
in the Out-Ports by the Cuftome-Oflicers , which 
When reduced and brought into a better Method, 
by thofecheif Officers t; at are concerned therein^ 
1 hope it may prove a good Baifome to heal our 
wounds, a..d a Cordial to cur drooping fpirits. 

Iris 'veil known that the improvement of our 
Manufactures in this Nation hath a communicative 
influence upon thouland of young and old people; 
yea many that arc now idle and loofe people , have 
beer; more numercuily imploy'd formerly, than now 
they are, byrtafon of the decay of Trade, which 
if it thould tr.ui continue, 01 grow worfe, might be 
a great means to depopulate the Nation, and to 
draw great burdens upon many Parifhes for the 

mainte- 



maintenance of their Poor , but if not timely pre- 
vented , willcaufe the Trade to be driven by For- 
eigners, and fo exceedingly caulc an abatement of 
Rents among us. 

Sir, your publique Imployment , your generous 
and Courteous Deportment, give me confidence to 
Dedicate tiiefe Rude and Unpolifht lines to your 
view, becaufe I know, you have Ability to judge , 
and Cnarity to pardon the Errtta's that you may 
find therein. 

When 1 did firft fet Pen to Paper about this 
matter , I found my felf in a Labyrinth , and there 
might have fuffered , had not my Education as a. 
Clothier given me a glimmering light to extricate 
myfclf. And yet when I had purchafed my En- 
largement s by my ftri& enquiery into thofe Myfte- 
ties, I had a great difpute with my felf, whether I 
ftiould put my Abortive thoughts into Print or no, 
but more refpefting the common good, than my 
private Reputation, I refolved rather to make my 
wifhes publique, than to bury them in Oblivion. 

Now Sir, it is not only a pleaiant ftudy for States- 
men to promote the Publike good , but the only 
way to true and lading Honour, and Happinefs; 
and thatthefe poor Endeavours of mine may attain 
that|good effe&to the King and Countrey , as I re- 
ally defign ; (aiming at no other, learneftly beg 
of God to direclryou for the Improvement of them, 
in your publique imployments, which may (like the 
Rain from Heaven) break open the Springs of Trade 
in our dry and thirfty Land, to revive and ref refh the 
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fame, and by fo doing, Sir, you will not only do 
eminent fervice to the King , great kindnefs to your 
Countrey , but alio oblige all people to pray for 
your happinefs both in this world, and that which 
is to come, for the which alio moftearneftly praies, 



Your Honours moft bumble, 
andmoft devoted 
Servant, 



JOSEPH TREVERS. 



[To his Honoured Friend, Cap; 

Jofeph TreVers, on his Book Entituled 
An Ejjay to the Rearing of our decayed Trade. 

IF la Poet were, Vie undertake, 
To mite fame f^erfes for the Authors fake. 
And give him commendation for his fains 
For I beleive, no more wiU be his gains. 
For fitch men at do mind the fublique good 
Their merits are but (lightly under flood 
Tet unto la fling age their fame ffliall bud. 

The Author of this £ook,who took,the care 

Exactly to obferve the great affair 

Of this our Kingdome, which eonftfts in Trade, 

Of Clothes and Stuffes which of our Wooll are made, 

Hath here the profit clearly fhewn to m, 

And what advantage yearly comet h thus 

■If We were wife to be induflrious. 

Together with the mifchiefs that do come 
On the whole Kingdome by negleti of feme, 
And treachery of others which is worfe, 
( A heavier and more Prodigiosu curft 
Cannot well lighten on the Englijli Nation) 
To fend away our WooU by Tranfportation, 
This if not cur'd wit bring to defolation. 

As much at in them lies for felfifii ends , 
Such bring deftrutlion to their befl friends', 
Firfl to the Soveraign Atajefty of the King, 
Then to the Common-wealth, for thit doth bring 
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The Nation to be ixteedifig poor 
And many Clothiers forced to give ore 
T htir T rading, and follow it no more. 

But note Ihoptfor bitter thingt to come 
By the removal and difplaceing feme 
Ofthofe that were in truft, ana put in fucle 
As are upright^ and won't comply with Dutch, 
iVer any Forriign Nation to invade 
The Ancient Priviledges of our Trade 
The WMt hereof makes EngUnd greatly fade. 

a. & 

Coe It tie Book into the world and fee 

Who thou can' ft find therein to welcome thee, 
I'm fure thou mean' ft at well to every man 

Of all degrees and forts at any can : 
From King to meaneft, thou doft wtjh them well 

Andiherefere this thy Bookdoth truly tell 
Of wrongs and of Abufes done to all. 

Then let theminwhofe compafi it may fall 
Soon rectify the fame , and bring on Trade 
■dfrefhjthu is the end this ■ Beokjwas made. 



Incerci Authoris. 



E S S A Y 

*To the Reftoring of our 
decayed 

TRADE. 



Hat I may proceed in as good an Order 
' as I can, ( although I cannot pretend 
to Learning , or Ability to Compofe 
a Book in a Methodical way,) but do 
wifli that fuch a task as this, had been 
undertaken by fome other, that might 
have been able abundantly better to 
have tnannaged it, to fatisfaftion of the 
Reader-, Yet by reafon of my former imployment in the 
Trade of aCIoathier, and afterwards in the Office of Sur- 
veyor of one of the Ports of this Kingdom, at the Cuftom* 
Hohfe, I am experimentally enabled to fpeak to thofe things, 
which (hall follow. 

5 And 
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Awl if there fall not out fueh an Harmonious Order i 
in the enfuing Difcourf% by the neceffary conne&ion, or 
orderly introduction of one thing to another, as might be 
ejpc&ed, fas before in my Epiftle fo again,) I do humbly 
beg the belt and moll favorable conftrudtion, and cenfuie 
of the matter ; for having in my bread, the true heart, and 
Spirit of an Engli$i-M<m, for hii King and Country; 
I cannot bear with thofe dayly abufes, and evil practices, 
fo frequently and notorioufly put upon the King and King- 
dom, but that I do reckon my felf Obliged, in all duty and 
good co;)kience to my King and Country, to make them 
as publiquely known ar.d manifcft as 1 can, and then leave 
the Remedies, to be provided and anfwerably applied, by 
the Minifters of State, which I hope in a Ihort time will be 
effefted. 

And here I fhall endeavour, Firft, to make it to appear, 
that there is no Nation nor Kingdom in the World, that 
hath thofe advantages, whereby to inrich themfelves, as this 
our Kingdom of England , by the Manufacture of our 
Th-Aivan- Woolly and comfequently to maintain our ftrength , and 
itgt by the Honor ; omitting to fpeakof many other ftaple Commo- 
timlf °f tms our Kingdom, though many Rich and Proft- 

km:. tibk, becaufe I am intended to Treat principally about the 
Subjedof Wool), and the Manufa&ures thereof, with the 
dependancies thereupon. 

Now that fuch advantages as might accrue to the King- 
dom are not laid hold on, and the Commodities improoved 
to what it might be, is too too evident to all men, that have 

' p ° v ' it - t which, may alfo be fufficiently coafirmed to all others, 
by the fad complaints, and frequent moanes, that are dayly 
made concerning the miferable decay of Trade, to the great 
lofs of many pcrticuler men, and to the King, and Nation 
in General , and principally in the Trade of Cloath- 

>Bg- 
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But if the Wooll of England, and Ireland were im- 
proved to the beft advantages, and feeured from expor- 
tation to Foreigners, doubtleft England would be the 
General Market for the whole Univerfe, for matter of 
Cloathing, and what would foon be the Riches, grent- 
nefe, and Splendor thereof, (by the Almighties blcjfing) 
is not a thing very difficult to be imagined, by any fober 
judicious Perfon, Merchant, or Traveller. 

And that no Nation hath loch good Wooll, for the gene- 
ral Trade of Cloathing is evident, elce what makes fo many w " 
Forreigners of other Nations, fo greedy of our Englijh^" 1 ^ 
Wooll, if they had as good, or near as good of their own, ' 
and how highly was it formerly efteemed, by the Dukes 
of Burgundy, and what benefit and advantage did that 
People under his government make of it \ when they paid 
but lixpence the pound for our Englijh Wooll, they re- 
turned it to us in Cloath at Ten fhillings the Yara ; by 
whish may very eatily be computed, what profit did re- 
dound to that people, in the working up the Wooll, which 
thing oecafioned many Englijh Families, totranfport thera- 
felves into thofe parts, for their profitable livelihood and 
fubfiftence. 

But afcer the Victorious Conquefl, made by Edward the C / M },;„g 
third, of Famous Memory, he caufed to be ordered and fet/ C f „p in 
up the Manufactures of Wooll in this Kingdom, to the England, 
great increafe of the Riches of his own People ; the me- 
mory of whom, for his provident care for the wellfare of 
his People ; is worthy to be perpetuated to all fucceeding 
Generations. 

And what now a days makes Holland, and France, fo 
covetous of our Wooll, and what large quantities by (in- ttneffm 
ifter meanes, do they procure to ferve themfelves, and their JJ^jJJJJ/ 
Councries ; and what Riches do they acquire to themfelves 
thereby, may in fome meafure be guefled at, for by having 
eur good Englijh Wooll, they can mix their own courfe 
B 2 wooll 
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Wooll with it, and fo make good Cloath, or Stuffes, Which 
©therwife they could not do. 

To inftance perticulerly in tbe French, it is takeir for 
granted, and fufficiently known, that their Wooll is very 
courfe, and of it felf fit for little, but to make a fort of 
Cloath which is worn by Sea-men-, and Fijher-men, &c. 
But by the help of our good Wooll, they make very good 
work, and fend to other parts of the World their drug- 
gets, &c. 

And by having our good Englijh Wooll, they can fpend 
A.' vri; two or three Packs of their own Wooll,mixing it wiih ours, 
ivonil by W ^ ic ^ meanes m &c tne i r Cloath and Stuffes pafs 
wr°ou t bt up v . er Y acceptably, both among themfelves, and other Na- 
tymaini tions. Yea weourfelves in England not being fo wife, as 
■whb ours.we Ihould be, for our own advantage, do buy the French 

druggets, &c. Made of our Wooll, mixed with theirs, and 

give great Prices for them too, when we do, or at leaftraay 

make better of our own. 

The care then being taken for granted, that Englijh 

Wooll is the beft, and moft lit for Cloathing, Stuffes, 

Stockitis, &c. 

How neceffary may it be rationally fuppofed then , for 
our own People to be imployd in the working up our own 
Wooll, and how many thoufands would be itnploy'd of the 
Pen to he Poorer fort of people, about fuch work, who might there- 
iw<n i. by, gain to themfelves a very comfortable living, and free 
the Kingdom from thofe great burdens in maintenance of 
the Poor ; they being able by their Labour, (if Jmfloy'd) 
comfortably to provide for themfelves ; for it is not the 
numerous multitude of people in a Kingdom, or Common 
Wealth, that makes it to be Poor, that they cannot live one 
by another, but the contrary, if all were imploy'd, and fet 
at work, as there is imployment enough to be had, they 
would prove ihe efpecial meanes, to make a Kingdom Rich ; 
as may be clearly inftanced by the 2>*rr6, how manyfeores 
of thoufands of their Poor people are imployed about the 

Herring 
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Herring Fifliing, which makes them very Rich, and brings- 
in yearly, near two Millions ot Money, or other commo- 
dities neceffary for the Land , which are equivalent to 
Money , befides what they fpend in the Land ; this may 
feem to fome to be a thing incredible, but I am able to make 
it cleare to any intelligent Perfon. 

Thus then by the neglect of our own Manufactures of 
our Wooll, Howes in like an inundation, the poverty of ti e 
Land - } and hence arife thofe fad complaints, that fill every Pexrtyfot 
mans Ea res, throughout the Kingdom, Alas! What /hall™"" ,: '* 
we do to live, we have no Imployment ; for if the Trade of ° y ' 
the world abroad, for Cloath and Stuffes, &c. Be fuppliei 
from other Lands, which make their Cloath and Stuffes of 
our E*glijh Wooll, being CUndtfiimly Tranfponed into 
Forreign parts j our Englijh Trade for that commodity, 
mud anfwerably decay ; and if the Exglifi Merchant lath 
not vent for that commodity abroad, to other Nations, the 
Country Cloathier muft ftrike off in a great meafure, and 
confequently many of the Poor work folkes, are anfwer- 
ably taken off from their imployments, which formerly 
for many years, they had been exercifed in, and fo having 
no work, they get no Money, and fo are reduced to a beg- 
ging condition, or worfe: thefe things are to be d fcerned 
clearly, without the help of a Ferfpeftive-Glafs, by thofe 
thatare in any meafure intelligent in Politique affaires. 

Thus the profit of the Poor, that they fhould get to 
themfelves for a maintenance is loft, and the profit gotten 
by their labour to the Kingdom isalfo!oft, in the General, vnp fo/!; 
and this is brought to pafs by the qukklightednefs, and 
diligence of our Neighbour Nations- ; w ho finding dayiy 
the fweetnefs of the Trade, and fo exceedingly enriching 
themfelves, by our commodity, Viz.. Wooll ; doe en- 
deavour more and more, to carry it on to their own ad- 
vanta ge, whiles we in England, in the mean time neglect 
our own opportunities, and advantages, which do fo clcarely 
lie.fcefore vs. 

Froa 



c n 

r*i r t tnU From what hath been before hinted, doth neceiTarily 
Kjt'dm, follow the vaft dammage, and prejudice done to this our 
own Nation , and Kingdom , by the exportation of our 
Wooll; for the dammage doth evidently appear, thus. 

Had no: the French our EngUfli Wooll to work withal!, 
they could not work up their own Wooll, into any Manu- 
factures that Ihould be acceptable , or faleable in other 
Countries, no nor in their own Land, but they would be 
ready as formerly to buy our Englijk commodities ; but 
now having our Englijb Wooll fo frequently among them, 
privately gotten from England, ot Ireland they mix 
their own Wooll with it, and workup two or three Packs 
of their courfe Wooll, with one pack of ours, fo that every 
Pack of EngUJh Woo!l exported from us, and carried to 
France is treble loft, if not more to England, and On the 
contrary fo much profit to France. 

Thus then any man may perceive , how Rich other 
Countries grow by our means, by obtaining our commo- 
OihtfCom- dky to work upon, and there People alfodo generally live 
% Rich JWata 'ower rate, and work cheaper by the day or otherwife, 
than our People in England do, by which means they may 
arfoid to under-fel us , as usually they do at a Forreign 
u idtrfel Market, fo that hereby they do acquire to themfelves, both 
**• good eredit, as well as great profit : and this Originally as 
aforefaid is by our commodity • which if it was carefully 
• looked after, by the Officers of the Cuftomes, in the out- 
ports cheifly •, there might be fpeedily, a good ftop put to 
this their Trade,for if they got not our wool from England, 
cuHom Of- or Ireland ; they could not go on with this their Trade of 
feat un- Cloath and Stuffes, but the great negligence, or unfaith- 
f.tiib, ul. f Q n ne f s f f omc Officers, belonging to the Cuftomes, is 
the Principal occafion, of the exportation of our wooll into 
Forreign parts, and confequently of the lofs of the Trade 
of the Nation, in fo great a meafure, in this perticuler; 
from whence followes clearcly, and undeniably, the poverty 
ot the KiDgdora in general. 
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For one Trade depends upon another, as it is in the body ' 
natural, fo it is in the body politique, in the body natural, 
one member depends upon another, and is ferviceable to the 
other, by a natural Harmony and Coriefponder.ee , even 
fo doth one Trade, or occupation clofely, and necellarily 
depend upon another, here in England, and fuch a con- 
nection there is in this point, that if one chiefe Trade fail, 
very many alfodo falLwith it, more orlefs, according to 
their proximity, or remotenes from it, in their dependane, 
and this may be applied cheifly, and principally to the Trade f-Wrag 
of Oloathing, and the Manufacture of wooll in other re- T ' jit 
fpe&s ; how many feveral Ti ades are there, that mud of " '"^ 
neceffity depend on the Cloathing Trade, as Curd-makers, 
Spinners, Weavers, Fithrs, Dyers, Cloath-worktrs, Pack? M m J°:ha ' 
ers, and thofe Trades which make Tooles,and inftruments * -j 
for thefe; are not alfo the Farmers at work, in the mean 
time, to provide bread for all thefe People, and their Fa • 
milies,and breeding up his Oxen, Sheep, Hcgs,&cc. That 
they may have Meat to eate, are not the Merchants and 
Sea-men, imploy'd in a great meafute by this Trade, and 
thefe laft mentioned (the See-men) are the men, who prin- 
cipally, and cheifly bring in the wealth of the Nation : the 
Gentry of the Land, and all forts of Shop-keepeis,are the 
receivers of this profit, which the Sea-men by their adven- 
tures, and induftry do bring into the Nation ; all forts of 
Lawyers, Phifitians, and Clergy-men, are receivers, and get 
their Money by their Tongues, while the Adventurous 
Merchant, and undaunted Marrincr, carries cn the Trade 
of the Nation , exporting oar native ftaple commodities 
( of the which through Cods abundant goodntfs, ) this Land 
of ours is fo well ftored, in feveral perticulers, as might be 
inftanced vat in, Lead, Cloath, Stuff es, Stockjns, Herrings, 
of which might be an hundred times as many if look'c 
after, and Sale enough for them too, at Forreign Markets: 
but the Dutch run away with the profit of thefe goods, 
making two Barrels for our one ; Pilchards are a very 

good 
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good commodity, of which we do get good ftore in the 
Weft Conntry,and they do bring in good profit to the Nacion> 
either in Gold or Silver, or fuch commodities, as ihe King- 
dom Hands in need off. 

By what hath been faid, it plainly appears how from the 
higheft to the lowed, there is a neceflary dependance of one 
imployment upon another, and the] railing off from one 
general Tiade, occalions the ruin of many inferior Tradef- 
men, who had fubfiftenceforthemfelves, and Families there- 
by ; and this in our Kingdom of England, is feated prin- 
cipally, and cheifly , in the Trade of Cloathing, and the 
Manufacture of YVooll. 

So that upon the failing of this Trade, of which there 
is too great a ceffation and decay, in many parts of this 
Kingdom, there comes in inevitably fuch a general lofs, 
to the whole Nation, for firft and moft ptincipally the King 
lefeth hereby , and that extreamly, not only becaufe his 
Subjects are not fet at work, and fo are unabltd to live com- 
fortably, and to pay fuch Taxes, and impofitions, as are 
r.equilite for his Majefties fupport, and defence againft his 
p owerful Enemies. 

Nor in that the Honor, and fplendor of the Kingdom, 
is hereby fo much advanced and promoted, as it might be, 
but alfo becaufe his Majefty loofeth fo great a revenue, 
which would accrue to him in his Cuftomes, if the Cloath- 
ing Trade was carried on with Vigor, fo that the effectual 
carrying on, or defifting from the Cloathing Trade, is of 
very high Concernment > and Importance to the King; 
in profit or lofs, and fo it runs through the meaner fort 
of People alfo , as hath allready in part been fpoken 
to. 

For what Cuftomes come in yearly to his Majefty con- 
s' cerning the Manufactures of Wooll, in its feveral,and per- 
s - ricular forts, of the Old and New Drapery, in all the Va- 
rieties of Stuffes, made now a days, and Stockins,by being 
Tranfported to Forreign parts, and what ftore of Money, 

and 
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and other goois, (equivalent to Me»ey)bmg neceffary com- 
modities for the Kingdom j do they bring in again, for our 
Cloath, Stuffs, ci-c. fo fold or bartered ; and what Cuftoms 
again do all thofe imported goods bring into His Majefties 
Coffers, may not be difficult to be computed, beiides the im- 
pJoyment of fo many Ships and Seamen, and training up 
young Seamen, than which nothing in this age of ours , is 
more neceffary to be taken care about; for there is (I be- 
lieve ) the greateft want of this fort of men in the Kingdom, 
for although there may be enough found in the Kingdom, 
to Man His Majefties Royal Navy, and it may be fome to 
fpare, yet it is believed there are not neer enough for His Ma - 
jellies Service, and for Merchants ferv ice too, which miy 
many times be carried on both together, as occalion may re- 
quire ; 

And if we do but look back a little, to a few Generations 
paft, we may foon find what high Advantages have accrued 
to His Majefty in His Cuftoms ; and to the Kingdom in gene- 
ral, by the C loathing -trade, being lively managed by iherhtom- 
Merchants, and what worthy and "noble Companies of Mer- pwes of 
chants, have been Affociated and Incorporated ; whofe Tra- Merchants. 
ding hath for the moll part, cor.fifted in Woollen cloaths, as 
in the Merchant Adventureis Trading to the Eafi-lands, and 
in what efteem their Agents and Faftors were in Forreign 
parts, and how Rich and great their Stock and Treafure hath 
been, info much that they have been able to lend a very con- 
liderable fupply and afliftance to the King or Queen upon any 
Occalion-, and Particularly and Eminently ( may it befpokrn 
to their Honor) their Arliftance of Queen Elizabeth of moft 
happy Memory, in the yetr Eighty Eight ; and lince upon 
any Octafion of the like nature. 

Neither is here to be omitted that company which is called 
the Eafi-land Company, whofe principal Trading alfo con- Etjl l.mi 
fids in the fame commodity of Woollen-Cloatlis, by cmp-iny. 
which they do furnilh all thofe Eaftern Countries about the 
Baltick^Sea, and to R iijjia, by which means alfo our difco- 
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venes of thofe Northern parts of the World, have bin made 
very Evident, and well known to Us, to the great Advance- 
ment of our Navigation to the Northward, as far as Green 
Land •■, and of late years hath given occalion of that Difco- 
very about Hudfon's Bay, commonly now called the North- . 
veejt PaiTage, made by that ftout and adsenuious Seaman/ 
Capta'n Zachariah Ciillam. 
But the main and cheif Trades of all, are the Turkey and 
Tjttey EaJl-hdiaJtiies, and the Riches by thofe Com; anies pro- 
m e""~ cured, cheifry by Woollen-cloaths, So highly Advantagi- 
ousto the King in His Cuftoms, to the Companies in paiti- 
cular, and to the whole Kingdom in the general, as is not a 
thing ealily to be known or computed. 

How the Turkey Company in particular by their difcrect 
management of the Trade in thofe parts, with that commo- 
dity of Woollen-cloaths chiefly, do bringinto Eng land, all 
the rich Goods from all parts of the Streights, and how the 
t-iH-lni'u Eafi- India Company, by their Trade in the fame commo- 
company. c jj t y ( ^ tn a great meafure ) do purchafe the Rich commo- 
dities of India, Perfta, China, and the South- feas, with the 
Odoriferous Drugs of Arabia, and all fuch Goods as thofe 
countries afford for necelfary life and Delight, although of 
late years the Dutch have wrought us out of a great part 
Tit Dutch of the South-Sea. Trade, of which more might be largely 
kmt fpoil- fpoken concerning their uiage of our Englifli-men in thofe 
ifjfohfa parts; but that it hath bin already fufficiently laid out in 
South ft J. Prmt > totheveiwof the EngUJh Nation. 
Good (hi s 10 a ^ a '' u ' e t0 w ^ al was ^ oie intimated, what ex- 
**" ;e«- ce " ent Sn 'P s are annually built and prepared for the ferrices 
ij_ of thefe two Honorable Compares, whofe imployment as 
aforefaid,is principally for the Exportation of our Woollen- 
cloaths, and if we do look back but to thirty years part, four 
or five Ships of the T*r^s men of Wardurft not adventure 
upon one of our Smtrna Ships, andaifohow worthy is it of 
Seamen Conlideration, to take notice how many of onr beft Seamen, 
bred up. and Artifts are bred spin thofe iraployrnents by the two tail 
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worthy Companies Imployment ; So that bellies what Re- 
venue is brought to the King in his Cuftoms, by thefe great 
Sea-Trades of thefe worthy Companies mentioned , both 
for the Exportation of their cloaths, &c, and the Importa- 
tion of all manner of Goods, by this Stock fo purchafed 
abroad in Foi reign parts, our Merchants are grown marvel - Me* chms 
lous Rich, in fo much that they are able upon any ncceffary & r ° w 
Occafion that His Majefty hath for Money, to furniih him &t Cl „i en j 
a weeks warning; and that which is worthy the noting a\[o,ti,e Fj.lg 
car Seamen are grown of late years to be the molt famous in money. 
the-world, to the great glory, honor, andfafetyof His Ma- 
jefty and the Kingdom,and all this is evident by what hath bin 
laid, to arife cheifly (next to the bleffing of Heaven) from 
the Manufacture of our Wool in England, by our own peo- 
ple, which how much it ought to be incouraged , and of 
what high concernment it is to the Honor, Wealth, and Se- 
curity of the Kingdom, let the Sober and Judicious confi- 
der. 

And if I ftiould adventure to give my opinion freely, touch- 
ing the matter in hand, I am very much induced to believe, 
that were it notfortheCleathing-rrade ( which imploys fo 
many Ships and AUninto feveral other Countries, and for 
the -value of oar Cloaths bring their Goods , by which means 
the poor alfo are fetonwork^) that a great part of the Traf- 
fick and Commerce of the world would fail ; and this Trade 
as formerly intimated, is, and may be molt readily, roundly, 
and advantagioufly driven in England were we but fo pol- 
itique and carefu ly, as to keep our Wooll to our felves and 
within the King's Dominions of England and Ireland, and 
to fet the people clofly to tl.eir work again. 

. And before I do leave the Argument I haveingagedin, let 
there be confidered the good quantities of Cloatb and Stuffs Englllh 
that did go over continua ly to Holland and Flanders, and m * 
by them there difperfedothei way . ; the large quantities of^''^ f/ 
Stuffs and Bays that are fent over to Portugal!, and thence^ ^odd. 
Tranfported to Brasilia, Sec, with a very conliderablenum- 
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ber of Cloaths and Stuffs that goto Spain, and fay the Sv*. 
mtrds Tranfported to the Wtfi- Indies all over , the good 
quantities of Perpetuates, and fuch like Stuffs'tiat are car- 
ried outforCWwfrf, together of late days, with the large 
ftores of Broad-cioaths, Keriies, Sarges Cottons, Penni- 
itons, Duffe.s (or Hogs) Tranfported to our own Plants- 
tionsot t\tw-EngU„dzn&nvgini«, with what alfo muft 
iupply £*rb«ioe S , Jamaica, and our other Jflands in the 
Wtfi-I»d*ts, and foneign Plantations; a J which are the 
cloth nz, manufa< Sureof Wooll. 

mm worth The Premises confidered, I hope I may make bold to fav. 

10 E,i g um that fenmg aiide all the reft of the Rich and Staple commo- 
dities of England, which neverthelefs are as good as anv 
Country can panallel in the world, as Tin/,, Lead, Iron, 

tba tbe &c. this very commodity produced from our Wooll is of 

cmmodu, mote worth and value to England, (,hm is to fa) willbrinr. 

)tl Tc COI ™ od , l , t,es of any Country whatfoever • Yea 
doubt eft more than all the Spices of the Ltk.Seas, yea. I 
do believe, and I have reafon enoughto lead me fo to do 
than all the Spama ds Cold and Silver Mines in AmerZ\ 
tor none of thefe I am throughly perfwadcd, can any way 

St K nn/ y r a r y ReVe " Ue ' th ^h, or'may come into 
™ Kingdom of EngUndby this one commodity diver/ly 
made up of our Wooll, y ' 

Neitherdothany Nation in theworld get fo much by any 
of their Goods, as £»,Wdoth by this, to the Zat en 

, f adv j nceraent of Merchant and the^ompa- 

Awtfk m« Stocks, trading and adventuring in thefe goods to Sea 
^5^ f » he enrichingof HisMaiefty, the eocteafe ofour ftren«h 
m Shtppmg, and confequently the breeding and trainins up 
of Seamen, and ,„. reafe of them, wbereinas be £K 

ic „f „ our«ays . and the tncouragement of whom 

nCIS WUh E't^vA her neighboring Nations j or as the 
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cafe may hereafter fall out to be ; for our Land is an Ifland, 
as is known well enough, not only to its Inhabitants, but to 
all Ei.rope, and we have not, nor cannot have Caftles and 
Garrifons round about the whole kingdom by the Sea-(ide 
to beat off a forreign Enemy, and to keep him from landing 
and invading our Nation ; for in fair weather in Summer 
t'me, there may be landing in hundreds of places about the 7 ' ;f 
K ngdom, where there is neither Town nor Caftle neer ; c f r e l e Se ■ 
but luch is His Majeflies gi eat prudence and care for the fafe- emit* of ' 
ty of his Land and People, that he doth highly efteem and the NjIw*. 
promote the affairs of Shipping, more than ever any of his 
Royal PredecefTors have done, well knowing that his Ships 
and Seamen are theftrength and fecurity ( next tothi'p'd- 
ttttion tf the Alrr.igbiy ) of his whole kingdom. 

I /hall r ow endeavor to give fome particular account, but 
very briefly, of the Profits arifing to England, bywoiking 
up our Wooll into Cloth : every two pounds of Wooll 
which it worth about twenty pence , will make a yard of 
Karfey, worth five or fix Ihiliings ; and ej ery four pounds of 
Wooll, worth about three IhiUings four pence , will make a 
yard of broad-cloth , worth eleven or twelve (hillings: fo '"''V 
that two thirds, is the lead profit, that doth arife by put£ v "'k%' i f- 
ting our Wool into Manufactures; which doth amount to 
above 230 pounds fkrling profit, in every Tun of Wooll fo 
wrought up, accounting twemy hundred Englilh wait to the 
Tun ; fo thatifwelhculdfuppofe, but an hundred Tuns of 
Wooll tranfported ,out oftheK'ingdome,inayear to trance 
unwrought , it will amount to 22400 II. fterling, which is fo 
much clear lofs to theKingdome, and trebblefo much profit 
to fr<««« , by thdr working up three times fo much of die r 
own , with ours , as hath been formerly intimated : belides, 
it is worthy or conlideration, that fo many of our poor lye n ..^ 
idle, and lofe their imployment , being ready topeiilh for 1 
want of ueceffary food , notwithstanding the great plenty in 
the Land; and no Kingdome hath the like advantages ,for the 
imployment of the poor, in any Trade or occupation' { with- 
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in doors) whatfoever, as we have for the poor in his Ma- 
jefties dominion of England, about the old and new Drape- 
ry: and yet thofe poor, that had their hands full of work, 
in one kind or another, according to what they were mod 
accuftomei, either by forting of wool!, mixing, breaking, 
carding , fpinning, fpoling, quilling, wearing, making of 
cards, picking of Tefels, ar,dmany other imployments, con- 
cerning the working up wooll into cloth , which have kept 
many thoufands of men women and children at work, who 
Phi,,- i W knew not how to get a penny another way ; but by this way 
Mmieyif of v/orking, couldin fome comfortable manner live. When 
i/ap/ifcd the trade or clothing was driven roundly , one family, that 
dc.'."'iot get twelve pente a week now, have then received 
twelve, fifteen or eighteen killings a week, which money 
went round to the Farmer for prov ilion, or to the Shopkeeper 
for neceflaries for their Families , and this again to the Mer- 
chant, or to the Landlords , according to each man's Trade, 
and correfpbndence. 

So that the profit arifmg, by the working up of our Wooll 
into cloth or Stuffs here in England , by our own people is 
almoft unfpeakable, and is the great and chief wheel in the 
Kingdome, to fet all others at work, as hath been already in 
feveral Trades mentioned, and more do attend upon it , when 
it is made into cloth , as the Clothworkeis, Drawers, Dy- 
ers , Fullers, Packers, Merchants and Seamen. 

But then to enter into the conlideration of the contrary , 
what an unfpeakable lofs is it to the Kingdome, to have fuch 
iroM, '" S a Trade fall to decay , and fo many thoufands of poor muft of 
neceffity be multiplyed in the Land, which muft beg, fteal or 
ftarve, for want of imployment. But what think you if three 
or four hundred Tuns of Wooll in a year be exported out of 
the Kingdome ( for fo I have been informed) whataftt oke 
doth that give , to the beating down of our Trade in England, 
and what a vafl lofs comes thereby to the Kingdome ; and 
^'^f may we not Juftly be induced to believe, that the decay of 
our Trade in this refpecl, doth occation the fall of the rents 
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ef Lands in the Countrey , and houfes in the City of London 
and elfe where ; fo that the Nobility , and Gentry of the 
Kingdcme, hav e a fenlible feeling of the decay of this Trade 
of clothing , for all that the poor do gee for their labour about n e 
this Imployment, goesfiom them againto others, as hath Ubor profit 
been already intimated, and fo the money goeth round ae-'»*« N«- 
cording to its figure , an J pafleth from one to another , accor- "°' u 
ding as one trade hath dependance upon another. 

It may not be here unfeafonable,to in'iert a word or two,con- 
cerning our Fullers Earth , for cloth cannot be perfectly fini- 
fhed without our Fullers Earth , to fcoure and cleanfe tl.efine Fullers 
clothes, that are milled with CaftJe fope,and all other midlipg f .,». 
cloths that are fulled with Sope- fo that none but courie "^["^f 
clothes that are milled withMedkine can be well done,without 3 ' ' 
the afliftance of our Fullers earth , except at a grcarer charge , 
neither is there any other Countrey , befides our King s Do- 
minions,that have any Fullers Earth like outs in England ■ & 
it is fo reported, that the Dutch have gotten enough of it into 
Hollandtoferve them for many years to corne,whic'h was cer- 
tainly tranfported out of the River of Midway, (aliai Chat- d - 
ham) for we have none in England, but what is about Aiaid- 
Jione, on the faid River of Alcdway, that ever 1 could hear 
of, except at Wooburn in Bedfordjhire , which is an Inland- 
town , and many Miles from the Sea; yet 1 have been a dili- 
gent inquirer into this matter: fothat if the Tranfportation 
of this commodity , into Forrein Countries , was carefully 
looked after , it could cot poflibly re carried out of the Land, 
without a difcovery of it, efpecially from the River of Med- 
vpay aforcfaid , fo that forreigners muftof neceflity be at the 
greater charge, in finifhing their clothes , which could notbe 
done, without the help cf our Fullers Earth. Now that there 
is a prohibition of Exportation of our Fullers Earth, to for- 
rcign parts, is well enoi'gh known to the Officers of the Cu- 
ftomehoufe , but it is not looked after as it Ihould be , for ei- 
ther fome of them are negligent , not regarding their duties, 
and behaving themfelveswiihtl at vigilance and circmifpe- 
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<ftion, as fucli places of Trnft do neceflarily call for at tlieir 
hands ; or elfe they wink at fuch mifcarriages, and fuffer 
our Killers Earth to be carried away, as thelike is common- 
ly done concerning our Wool!. 

And although molt part of our Lawes are binding enough 
with fevere Penalties annexed to them, if they were but du- 
ly obferved and well put into Execution, yet not one of ten 
thoufand doth know the Lawes ef Prohibition throughout 
the Kingdom, and how to put them into Eiecutioa ; and al- 
"°°d T 1 ' 10U S' 1 ™ an y P eo P' e do certainly know that fullers Earth is 
i nice tenwnly carried out of the River of Medway, ( alias Chat- 
& Ci Li> ,' and our Wooll commonly (hipped off from Dover- 
Cliff j by night, from Rnmney- Mtrfii , the Ifle of Wight, 
Purbeck^, and about Way-mouth, and in feveral other parts 
of England; and too much from So Hthhamton : under the 
pretence of an Allowance by the Law, for the fupply of Jar- 
fey ; Yet no body doth, ordarethto prefecute the Offen- 
deis for the breach of our good and wholfome Laws, be- 
caul'c the very principles of Nature in every man, teach him- 
felf l'refervation, and he that minds but that, is afraid to 
meddle with thefc offenders who are commonly Rich men, 
and ftrengthened bo:h with Money and Friends in the Coun- 
ties where they dwell ; fo that every man that is willing to 
preferve himfelf, his Eftate and Family, is afraid of appear- 
ing againft thefe TranfgreiTors in the behalf of the King , 
though it be never fomuch conducibletothe good and wel- 
fare of the whole Kingdom ; for fear they fhould be dealt 
withal as I have been. 

And while I am fpeaking about the negligence and unfaith- 
fulnefs of the Officers of the Cuftoms ; give me leave in two 
or three words for a Digreflion concerning the importation 
of For rein prohibited Commodities, to the utter ruine of 
many poor Tradefmen, with their Families in this our King- 
T'adtfmtn ( *. om ' ' 1s . R'bboB Weavers, and Silk weavers, and orher fuch 
' like Artificers m & about London, and fevera! orher pans of 
the Kingdom, that they are fo miferably Impoveri/hcd that 
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they are ready to perifh , for want of neceiTary fooif, to keep 
life and foul together ; (as our fcnglilh Proverb is) notwich- 
ftandiiig the great plenty of all forts of Provilioh in the Na- 
tion, (through the goodnefs and bounty of God to us.) 

But alhhefe errours, and mifcarriages, might and may ea- 
fily be prevented , by the care and vigilancy of the Cultomc 
Officers, efpecially in the out-Ports : But fome Officers 
finding a perticular, and prefent profit, by being inverted 
with a Golden Livery , do rather choofe that, than to do 
their King and Countrey faithful fervice, although it bealfo 
running the hazard of loling their prefent Imployment , and 
future Preferment ; for things ofthis Nature , are now grown 
to that height of perfidioufnefs , and confideKce, ( I might fay smuggm 
Impudence) that two or three golden Decoys are fufficient/"»/ f «« 
to intrap an inclining Surveyor, and if there Ihould chance i " M " , '' i " ,f ' 1 - 
to be a difcovery , era furprifal, there lhallbeall prefent 
help at hand, if need require, for the carrying off the matter 
fmoothly , and Witneffes in any cafe (hall not be wanting, to That i'f- 
connterfeit Truth and Juftice,when it is directly contrary ^cuvcrtbim, 
by which malicious, and unnatural courfes, thofe that would 
be juft and honeft in their places and Offices , are dilheartned , 
through the leud and deceitful practices, of thefe Catterpil- 
lars ; who by fuch indirect Courfesare difobedient to the 
Lawes , and the Smugglers that imploy them , do multiply 
great troubles , upon fuch as at any time difcover thefe Of- 
fenders , yea and do violently profecute them at the Law, to 
make them Examples ard terrors to others, that fo they 
might drive on their cheating trade without controul ; and yet 
fuch honeft well-minded men do nothing but their duty , but 
for that they have this c^/awcaft upon them, they are cal- 
led Informing Knaves, &c. notwithftanding the welfare of 
the whole Kingdotne, doth in a great meafure depend upon 
the difcovery of fuch abufes. 

How much neceffary may it then be fuppofed that there 
ihould be very good incoui age; ent given to fuch honeft pub- 
lique fpirited men , as Ihould diligently enquire after fuchfi- 
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iiifter practices: and as it was before touched , tliofe Smug- 
c , r lers ate not only •■ ell acquainted with fome Attorneys and 
«>T*/rif»- Clerks , who will either uie undue practices > or make de- 
Jcd Ia>es ••, but they make good imereft with the Under-Snerirff, 
in the Countyes where they drive their Ti ade •, and thenthefe 
UnJerlherirTs alio have ftrange tricks andde ays in their re- 
turns, in which fome of them will take part with the Offen- 
ders, infteudoF executing the Law againft them, fo that fuch 
(Menders are incoui aged-, and by this means it is, that our 
Wooll and Fullers Earth, and other prohibited Go«J$, are 
exported fo frequently out of the Kingdom, and Fonein 
prohibited Goods, and Merchandize imported ■, fo that our 
Manufacture is in a great meafurc gone to decay : other 
Countries ate greatly enriched, who alfo live at a lower rate, 
and work cheaper than our People in England, whereby our 
Trade is much taken off in Forrein parts, and our poor live 
idle, with the other inconveniences confequent thereto, as 
hath been already fpoken to. 
T, e »rr< By this means it is, (in good fart) that fo much of the 
itexbim- Treafureof the Kingdom is cshaufled and drawn away to 
fed. other Lands ; the general complaint now, being vthxt JhaM vte- 
do, there unt Money fiirring; and Lands are reduced to a 
lower value than formerly they were. 

Now, though all thefeMifcheifesdo not flow in at one 
rime and place, yet it is like a Pond that is fooa filled with 
many Springs, when as one Spring would do ic in length of 
time : that which may fees) to be at firft but a fmall Evil, 
will in procefsof time with conftain Practice, deftroy the 
happinefs of the whole Kingdom ; as a little Leak if not ra- 
, ken notice of and amended, will in time fink the greateft 
Vbc'I's S!lip 0r empty the S reateft Ciftern : even fo will Offenders & 
" <cf "" unfaithful Officers, being the only perfons in truft with thofe 
affairs, fill the Kingdom with Forrein prohibited goods and 
commodities, and empty it of our Wooll and Fullers Earth, 
with other prohibited goods ; which evil Practices are now 
fo frequent, that if not timely prevented by our Minifters of 
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State, our Kingdom will be foon filled with Poverty, and 
emptied of Wealth and Happinefs, by this lofs of our Trade 
and Manufacture, which no.v is in fo great danger of (inking, 
(andihat without all hope) unlefs thole that guide the Helm, 
do fteer fite great Concernments thereof into fome fecure 
Harbor, and there amend what may by fearehing be touni 
amifs, by difplari g fuch Officer* as have proved in the lead 
unjust, either by conniving at the Offenders or abetting and 
affixing them , to th-' great dtfeouragement of tht)fe that are 
faithful in their Imployments; and that care alfo be taken 
that all due encouragement and countenance be fliewed t» 
fnch as are found to be juft, faithful , and exaft obfervers of 
the Lawes that are extaat againllfuch Smugglers and abulive 
perfons. 

And without doubt, there is much Wooll Shipped off 
from Ireland annually, unto forreign parts ; which might be n'oell out 
as well wrought up in the countrey among themfelves , there >f Inland 
being no want ofpeople, and fuch as for the moft part livea 
lazy kind of life, (as I have credibly been informed ) or eke 
their Wooll ( if they work it not up ) might foon betran- 
fported over into England in twenty four hours time , or 
thereabout with afair wind, and be wrought up in- England, 
which would turn to a treble account of profit , as hath been 
already demonftratcd ; but this I lhall refer to others , that 
are more knowing in the Irifia trade ; but I am very apt to 
beleive the reports that I have heard , concerning great quan- 
tities of Wooll carryed from thence, both to France and//«/- 
tand; but to lay afide the informations of others, although 
very weU worthy ot belief in all poinrs, I fhall according to 
my promife, in my Epiftle , fpeak to thufe things of which I 
have had fome large experience. 

I was a Clothier my felf, and Apprentice to the Trade, 
many years , and afterwards fet up for my felf, and followed 
myTradematiy years, thriving very well thereby , till about 
nineteen years agoe, that I was burnt out of all , ar.d put up- 
on the adventures of fortune ; and taking notice of the oc- 
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currances of affairs, I did find large teftimonies of tlie decay 
of Trade , with the occalions thereof, but while 1 did keep 
the Trade going, 1 have rode far and near , to get Spinfters, 
and other work folkes, and gave great Wages , as alfo did all 
other Clothiers , and yet could not procure half fo many as 
we would have imploy'd : but fuddenly after our diforders, 
anddifregard to our Lawes as aforefaid, the Market fell, and 
tiloiburs man V Clothiers were forced to leave off their Trades, be- 
lixve ojf. calJ f e trie y could not vend their commodity, 

All thofe poor people formerly fo imploy'd , were ready 
to ftarve for want of bread, in and about thofe places , where 
the Clothiers left off and failed ; and every day it grew worfe 
and worfe , and thofe confufions among us increafed more 
& more, that very few men were of onemind, and hardly any 
at all , that minded the publique good : but now fome thoughts 
are bufied of refloring things to their Luftre, and trade to 
what ic was before the decay. 

Somewifemen have been of the opinion, that the abating 
the intereft of money , would greatly increafe and advance 
trade , and very probable it might be a good lift to it. 

Others again , being out of hopes of the recovery of the 
former trade, think men mud imploy their wits, and know- 
ledge, in the invention of fome new forts of Manufacture ; 
and fome covetous wretches, have been very ready to declare 
their opinion , that the increafe of the intereft of money , and 
the abatement of Servantsand Workmens wages s to which, 
adding great frugality, and good husbandry, would make the 
Kingdome to be happy , and flcuriftiing again ; and many 
there are, that make it their bulinefs and ftudy , to outwit and 
deffroy other men, and under pretence of honefty , and many 
by clandestine means, Avaflow up the good and pious gifts, 
ofourAnceftors, belonging to the Church and to the Poor; 
for in this our Iron age, men have left off to do good, and loft 
their obedience to the Lawes of iheLand, and have ceafed 
from the exercife of thofe two unfpeakable cra.es, Faith and 
Charity. 

And 



And therefore truly I fear we have little hopes of happi- 
nefs , or being reftored to our Priftine flourilhing condition , Kjn^hme 
till we do return to our old obedience, and exercife our '"''(bed 
felves in love and good works, fearing God and honouring "q^^'- 
the King, and not giving our minds to change, but let every ^ t e,^ 
one endeavour to amend one, and ftrike off from the error of 1 ' 
his own wa ; es, and endeavour his utmoft to difcharge a good 
confeience, firft to God, and then to mind the pulique good , 
calling to mind the happy condition of Trade in the Reign of 
King Charles the filft of blefled memory , when all men 
dreaded his Lawes , and lived in love one with another, 
which made the Kingdome flourilh, in our trading with great 
fuccefs, and increafe of Riches; and indeed we enjoyed fo 
much happinefs as made us proud, and forgetful of God's 
mercies, and fo murdered the beft King in the World , by 
which we ftript our felves of all but God s juft judgements 
upon the Nation , and left our felves certaiu of nothing but of 
uncertainties. 

I find by our good Lawes, that great care was taken about 
Wooll , and all other prohibited commodities ; as firft in the 
Reigfiof King Edward the Third , Cap. 1. then wooll was . 
wholly prohibited to be exported, which was the fit ft begin- 
ning of the promotion of making Cloth in England, but it 
feems the Nation at firft could not work up all the Wooll , 
that was of our own growth, till the Trade was difperfeti 
throughout the whole Kingdome, ap,d people inftrufted in 
the Act. So that an Ad of Parliament was made for the tran- 
fportation of Wooll into other Countries, to a Staple ap- 
pointed, at firft at CW« , paying their due Cuftotr.e fiift in 
England-, f; that thofe which had ©ui Wooll in thole daies St ^' j c . ( . 
paid well for it : another Statute was made to this purpose,' 
that if any Forreigner wou'd l ave any of our Wooll OU of 
Englandjand found none at the Staple, he was to bring to tl e 
King s Mint, an Ounce of Gold, as a d> ty for every favk of 
Wool! ; and many other good Laws I find fort' e prevention 
of Ahufes concerning Wooll and Cloath j and for the p e- 
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Tention of the Tranfportation of Wooll, but what did firfl 
pay the King's duty in England-, and was to the inter.t that 
our People might afford their Cloaths fo , as to underfel 
Strangers ; And feveral Staples were appointed in England 
where Wooll was to be fold and bought, and not elfewherc ; 
and none to be carried or lodged neer to the Water- (idc , nor 
bought nor bargained, but by Cloathiers and fuch as wrought 

w lit up, or by Merchants and their Faftors under feveral Pe- 

Ljiv j naltits: Many ot er good Laws have been made lince the 
khIs. time of King Edward, for the keeping our Wooll and Ful- 
lers-earth in England, to imploy our own poor People, and 
advance the Manufacture of the old and new Drapery,fo hap- 
pily iet on foot by the prudence and diligence of that King, & 
then there was Obedience from all perfons rendred to the 
gooiLawsof the Laud; which good Laws have been Sue 
celThely ever lince continued, by almoft every Parliament, 
wi.h fuch Additionsor Exemplifications as were found to be 
neceflary> for the prohibition of theExpottationof Wooll 
and Fullers-earth ; by which means webothgot, and kept 
the whole Manufacture of our own Wooll, and a good part 
of other Countries among our felves in this Kingdom, till 
the time of our late unhappy Confutions. 

And if the Book called the Golden Fleece, with fome of 
Sir Walter Rawleigh's Works, which do fully demonftrate 
the great bleflings of God on this Kingdom of England a- 
bove any other, for the imploy ment of the poor people were 
well infpeded , and anfwerably improved , it would be 3 
means to make the Kingdom happy and floarifhing, 

/ Jhall here give a brief Recital ef feveral Statutes mire an- 
cernivg Woell and Cloath. 

S'^-'^T^Irft, that no Cloath made beyond Seas, fhaH be brought 
3 ' <a " 'IT into the King's Dominions, on pain to forfeit the fame, 
Smj. H.n/and to be further puniihed at the King's will. 
SHi.ei.j, That all Cltmh-mrktrs , and Artificers in the trade of 
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Cloathing that came out of other Countries into the King- 
dom, had the King's Prote&ion to dwell where they pleafed, 
and convenient Franchizej and great privilidges were at firft 
allowed them for their incouragetiient ; maintained at a pub- 
lique charge out of the King's Exchequer. 

I find there that Strangers as well as Natives, might haveS' 1 " »<- e f 
bought Wooll as they could agree, and that great care wasf" }l wfw 
taken to avoid Deceits, to abate and leffen the prices of wooll, 
and to avoid falfe Packing, falfe Winding, and falfe Balan- 
ces, and to have one juft Weight throughout England, pro- 
ved and tried by the refpeclive Sheriffs of every County, 
according to the Standard of the Exchequer : and that no 
buyer of Wooll, ( Stat. 13, of Edrv. 3. cap. 2.) mould make 
any ref ufe or waft, but an e^ual band mould be carried be- 
tween buyer and feller; and this upon grievous Forfeitures, Slat s 
as Stat. 12. Rich. 1. cap. 9 Alfo that all Wooll-felles and hm^.'c*. 
Leather bought in the Countries, fliould be brought to then. 
Staples whichwere appointed on purpofe, where Wooll and 
fuch commodities were to befold, and ihould remain there S*"- 1 3 n. 
fifteen daysatleaft, forthefupp'y of our own people who 8,c '*^' 17, 
were to have the firft choice, or as much as they would work 
up, and then the remair.er which could not be wrought up in 
England, were to be fent to publique places in the day time, stut. 3 1; 
ana from thence to ttie Ports appointed on purpofe for the fta-Erf.3.«*. 
plestobeTranfported, after the Buyers had paid their due 
Cuftoms and SuMidies, ( A**. ) for every faik of Wooll, 
which contained 94 founds, 2 pounds 10 ihillings : and for 
every 300 ot Wooll-tell<s t*o pounds ten Ihillings, and for 
every 1 aft of Leather, five pounds i and that no wooll v«ndi- SMf , 3 £ 
ble Ih' uld be lodged , fhewed or lold , within three miles of 3. c ^ ?i 
the Staple, by any Merchant, Buyer, or Tranfporter, or a- 
ny others, but fuchashad of their own growth, and no 0- 
ther : And the Chancetlour, Treafurer, with the advice ©fo- 
thsrs of the Kings Councel , had power to defer the Tran- 
fportation of Wooll, when, and as often as they faw it con- 
venient. . . ^ 
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. t It was then ordered, that no Merchant of the Staple, fliould 
Smt.». of xranfport Wooll, Woollfells , Lead , or Tin , without the 
5 " King's Licence , until they were brought to the Staple , on 
pain to forfeit the fame. 
17. Ed. It was then [j,^ Fellony to Tranfport Wooll , by the Sta. 
£i ,13 'tute of the Staples, as you may find it concerningthe Tran- 
2?.Ei , . fportation of Wooll , by Etigltfl Merchants, but this Statute 
' ' for Fellony was repeated , the 3 8 of Edn: 3. Stat. 1. and 6. 
8 Hen. s. and the forfeiture for Lands and Goods, was ftill continued, 
up.*, *nd in March the 37. of Edw. 3. the Staple for thefale of 
Wooll was fixedat Callis. 

Then the Staple aforefaid was removed from Callis , and 
dearly put down, 43. Edw. 3. Cap. f. and the Staples ap- 
y.;t 47.F. pointed and fixed in England, at the places following : P'iz.. 
3. cap. \. at Nemaftle , Kingfton upon Hull, St. Bnttolphs Bofton, 
Yarmouth, Qjtinbortiigh , Weftminfter,Chefter , Winchtfter, 
Exettr, and Brtftel , and the Staples of Ireland and 
were to be kept where firft they were ordained , and feveral 
other good claufes were added concerning the Regula- 
tion of the Staples, as may be feen at large j in theStatuteof 
the Staple, 27. Edw. 3; 
S-« 8 Hen * c was '^ ere a PP°' nte ^ > tnat a 'l Merchants , Strangers, 
5, up. 1. '^ at bought wooll in England, to conveigh to the Wtft parts, 
or elfewhere, that did not bring them to feme of the Staples 
to be fold, were to bring to the Mafter of the Kings Mint , for 
every fack of Wooll which contained ninety four pounds, an 
ounce of Gold Bulloin, or the value in (ilver Bulloin, on pain 
to forfeit fuch Wooll , or the value thereof to the King ab- 
Stat. 8 .H*.folntely. I alfo find that great care was taken that no perfons 
* in Norfolk* fliould buy wooll there, and in divers other 
Countries thereabout, for fear they fliould Tranfport it , but 
only thofe Merchants which carried it to the Sraples, or thofe 
Sm 1 Ed wn i'h did conveit it into Yarn, Hats, Girdles or Cloth: 
«. «/>."«. • AnC ' l ^ at *" !C ^ woolls as werebought in Pftrfvlke , and Nor- 
wich , arid ihofe Countries , were to befdd and retailed in 
the open Market , if not carryed to the Staples : And that 
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tliofe in HaSifax, were to fell what Wooll they bought to Star. t. 
thofe poor people in the town , or parts adjacent; who to 
their Knowledge did work up the fame into Cloth , or Yarn : 
and if the Wooll driver did fe !I his wooll out of Hallifax, or 
if any of the town bought to fell again , uswrought, into 
yarn, or clo^h, every fuch Offender did forfeit their double 
value of the wooll , fo fold , or uttered, the one half to the 
King,andtheo:h:rhilfto the Profecutor, and the Juftices^ EJ 
of the Peace , in their Seffions , were to determine the fame. 4 . ct\ 5. 
Many forts ofwarei and Merchandifes were prohibited to 
be brought into the Realm, ready wrought, which were 
wroughtand made by Hand-crafts-men. 

That all torreign Bone lace, cuttings, Embroydery, French f , 
Bandftrings , bjttons, needie-work, &c. we e prohibited tO C4 ^ 
be brought into this Kealm. ,3] 

Nonelhall export any llieep, or wool), wooll felles , Mart- 
lings, Yarn, Fullers ear.h, Fulling clay, nor carry, load, nor 5 '" II - 
convey the fame to be tranfported , upon feveral penalties. " p 1 3 ** 
as well upon the owners of the Iheep, as the perfons that l-hall 
convey t lie fame. This Statu'e at largeis worth the perilling, 
and might do much good to theKinjdome, if it was duly ob- 
ferved, by all the Kings Subjects ; but the behaviours of our 
people in England, are not as they were in former times, for 
thenaLawwasnofoonermade, but all men took immediate 
notice of it, and did willingly yield their obedience thereto ; 
but the people have been fo accuftomed to the breach of Law, 
and Rebellion , that in realon, it cannot fuddenly be forgotten, 
and detiited from , by many people , for men no w adayes are 
grown fo Oitically wife to do evil , that let the King, with 
the adtiee of the Lords an 1 Commons, make ufe of their bed 
difcretion, and judgemen s ; in framing Laws for the publique 
good, and wording them according to the mod proper fence, 
by them intended, yet fome ordinary fellow, that hath ftore 
ofconriJence , ania little money , (and that it may be g.iined 
by Cheating too J one way or another will rind 3 hole in 
them , to tranfgrefs tltofe Lawes , and if they are called in 
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queftion , then they have tricks and evil devices , enough to 
torment thofe that do faithfully difcharge their <Ja;hes , and 
Confidences for the publique good, as 1 my felf can fpeak 
fufficiemly , concerning this and fuca like tales, by my fad 
experience 

ltwasrcadeFellony for any Englifh, Wei In or IriJh, ta 
Smm 3 £, tranfport Wooll , wooll felles , Leather , Lead, &c. and a fe- 
H. cond daufe in the laft Aft was, that no Englilh , Wellh , or 
Irilh-man /hall iranfpert any of the faid commodities, in any 
ft ranger* name, or keep a fervant beyond the Seas, to furvey 
the fale thereof, or to receive money therefore ; a third claule 
in the faid Aft was, that there mould be no exchange of wares 
for Merchandife of the Staple, but Gold or Silver, or Englifli, 
Welch or Irifh Merchandife , neither mall any Merchant 
make any confederacy, in fraud or deceipt to this Ordinance, 
upon tie paines aforefaid. A fourth Claufe in the faid Aft 
was, that it fhould be lawful for every man to carry hit own 
Wooll , Wooll felles, Leather or Lead , to the Staple, war- 
ranting the packing of this Wooll. 
g h Merchants were prohibited the exporting the money, 
4 cf ', 4 j 'which they received in England, for their Merchandife, and 
goods imported, but they were to lay out their money again, 
upon fome of the Merchandife of this Realm, except their 
reafonable Expences. 

All Merchants ftrangers, wereenjoyned to lay out their 
Money, they received for their Merchandife imported into 
ttt E R ea ' m again, ' n km* Merchandife of this Realm , and 
4 " *' to prove the laying of their money fo out , and by whom it 
was fo layd out, before the Officers of the Port, where it was 
fo difpofed of, or laid out , upon the penalty of forfeiting all 
his goods found within the Realm, andtofufferayeatslm- 
prifonment. 

All Merchants ftrangers were bound to give fecurity , to 
Hm 1 5 * t ' ie king's Cuftomer aad Controller , to imploy their money 
' *' '''upon the commodities of this Realm, their reafonable cofts 
excepted, and Italian Merchants were to fell their Goods 

where 
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where they did land them in grofs.and not by retail .andtheir *'<■• 
money lo received, to be laid out again in the Kealai,witiiia '•"<'•'*•'■ 
the ljjaie >f eight moncths. 

1 hex fuch like Statutes and Lawes might do very 
much good, to encreafe the Tradeing of the kingdome, if they 
were enquired into,and revived with fuch addition as might 
be neceffaty , for now we fend all our money out of the 
Kingdome , and vend but fmali quantities of our Manufa- 
ctures, but onely our native commodities , which are prohi- 
bited, which quite ruines our Trade. 

It (hall beFellony for any that lhall tranfporrany Sheep, 
Wooll , wooll fells, martlings, (horlings, yarn made of woolly* t '*^ t *' 
wooll flocks, fullers earth, fulling clay. Tobacco-pipe clay, 
&c. this Ad I do beleive ifnot repealed) will do much inju- 
ry now adaies, although it was intended for publique good, 
fori fear it will hinder many people from difcovering the 
Offenders , and breakers of the Law, though they were fure 
to have never fo great a reward for it , for many men will be 
very cautelous, how they touch the life of a man , though 
they do deferve death, more a thoufand times than the Theif 
thit robs on the High-way, for a Theif doth bat take away 
part of a particular mans Eftate , but thefe wretches that 
tranfgrefs the Kings Laws in tranfporting Wooll, &c. to for- 
eigners, deftroyasmuchasin them lyes , the happinefsof a 
whole Kingdome , and are the procuring caufej and Inftiu- 
ments., to bring many thoufandsto great miferies and lan- 
guishing deaths. 

There were many good Laws made, for the fetling the An- 
1 ingers Office, and preventing frauds and deceipts in work, in 
all forts of Drapery, both old and new, which are too tedi- 
ous to recite, though many of them be very neceffary to be 
obferved, for the credit and reputation o four Manufacture, 
but I lhall only fet forth, where they are to be found , and re- 
fer the ingenious , and judicial ,to theperufal of the Statutes 
themfelves, which are the Statutes concerning Wooll and 
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clothing. 25. »/ Edtf. 3. Crfp.4. 27. £</. 3. S/ar, 4. jo.£rf. 
j. St*t. -j. and 8. J, Ric.2-cap. Z.Stat.j. Ric. 2$. t^.Ri. 
2.S(«mo. 13. A<f. 2. Sf«f. 11. 17. Ric, z.Stat. 2. 13. 
1 3 /i'r «. 4 . 5r«f . 24. 9 //f n. 4. Sr*t. 2. 1 1 £/f«. 4, Sw. 6. 
11 r> 5r«f. p. 4 £</. 4. Sf<?f. 1. 7 £ifo. 4. £r<?f. 2. 
17 £«W. 4. S/<?f. 7 Edw. 4. 5f<jf. 5. l Rich. j. Stat. 3, 
W4. 3 Hen. j. Stat. 7. and yi. 3 8. Stat.-;, and 8. 
$ 2.. Stat. 8. I £f«r. 8. Sfrff. 1 J, 6 /?>». 8. S/vtf. 9. 
2^ Hen. 8- Stat. 18. 2 7 Hen. 8. Star. 11, 6Hcn.8.Stat. 
9- 25 Hen. 8. Stat. 18. Z7 Hen. 8. axd Stat. 13. iiHe. 
8. Sr«f. 3. 53 8. S<*rr. 19, 4 £/<£. 6 Sr«r. 2. 
«W j. 3 /W. «W Mary 1 1 . 4 i'/<if . 3 Pkil. and M. 

Stat. 4 and 5. 5 PW. <«8<i Mary Stat. j. <t»j 8. 7 £/<*.. 
Stat. 12. 33 Eliz.Stat. 9. 27 Eltz.. Stat. 18. I9EI1X.. Stat. 
11. 29 Eliz., Stat, 20. 

Cards for W00U, were prohibited to be brought out of, 
other Countries \rxo England or Wtf/r-fjnone were to tran- 
fport (heep beyond Sea, without the King's Licence, there 
was a limitation upon keeping Sheep, and an appointment 
ho.v many Iheep each man fhould keep, upon the penalty of 3 
Shill. 4 pence , for every iheep mote than his number. 

And if it be as the Company of Silk-Weavers,and Ribbon- 
weaveis fay, (as doubtlefs it is,) there are an hundred thou- 
fani people fmall and great, that depends upon that trade in 
and about the City of London , then how many may be fup- 
pofed rationally to be in 1 he whole Kingdoir.e, that have. heir 
dependance on the trade or clothing, in the old and new Dra- 
pery, and other Trsdes, which have adependence upon, or 
relation unto the Trade of Clothing, and which know not 
how to earn a penny any other way, lincethat trade is in a 
great meafureloft, and'leftoff ; but thefepoor people live 
idly, and go a begging for their bread , among which alfo are 
many children lrom 8 years of age to 15. whiihcan very 
well get a living about the trade of clothing,, for that they can 
fort Wooll, mix it, Spole,Quil, Pick Teafels , prick Card- 
wiers. Sec, and which ia the time of good trading, could con- 
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ftantly earn eigi teen pence, twenty fence or two iT.'ilhngsa 
week, but now very few cfihtm, ha\e any imflnymfnt as 
aforefaid ; and if 1 fl.ould luppoicbuta Million of lijch poor 
people , throughout the Kirgdcme , which iliould evei y ore ty ibe 
get his eighteen pencea week, it wculd amount to, Ihiee 1 ' "' '"" 
Millions nine hunched thcufand pourds ina year, whichis^',1' 
famuclt clear lofs to iheKingdt me •, belides I know that there 
aie many hundred thoufands more of fuch people, which 
live idly, and get nothinf. Since we l ave left off fotnuth of 
the Clothing trade in England., as rath been alresdy intima- 
ted , the evil effefts and confequerus thereof, I humbly ddire 
to leave and commit to the cot Tideiation of thofe that arc 
mote judicious in the Political affairs of the Common-wealth, 
to have fuitable Remedies, as to their grave wifdc me and Pru- 
dence might (cemtobe meet and nccefTary , I endeavouring 
only to be a layer open of the fore, and refer to the skilful 
Chyrurgeonfor a healing Plaifter. 

And if our Parliament men , andMinifters of State fhould 
take into their ferious conlideration , the gi eat troubles, that 
are multiplyed upon thofe that endeavour faithfully to pro- 
fecute the execution ofthe King's Laws, againft the Cffen- 'on'sube 
deis, cheifly intending thereby, a futuie prevention of theii ^rofuuttd, 
fraudulent dealings and threatning preftices, ) and would 
give incouragement to fuch publiquefpiriredmen, Ly fomc 
efpecial care taken, for theprefenationof their Credits ai d 
Reputations, and their perfons from troublefome Arrefts, 
and vexatious Suits and moleftatiocs, which the Delinquents 
do multiply againft them , by lalfe and feigned Afticns , and 
thofe coloured over with very fpecious pretences, but the 
truth and reality of their intentions and deligrs is , to ruine and 
deftroy the Reputations, Eftates and Families of fuch as (hall 
difcover them, or appear againft them. This I fay (itz. 
the counten^cing end encouraging of all faithful Officers 
and oihers, ) would ftrike a kind of terroor to thefe tranf- 
grefTors,( Smugglers and others,) that do deceive his Ma/e- 



ftyofhisdueCuftonvs, and be a great means to keep them 
in aive, and good order, and encourage all men to be teadyto 
difcover fuch Offenders, as tl,ey n.ighi any way find them 
out by their opportunities , being abroad early and la^ and 
to add to this, that there mould be very fevere Profecutions 
4n*uf a 8 ainft fuch off « ncle r s > and let them be abated nothing o; the 
ofe/Sert Juftice of the Law, which is in fuch cafes prov ided , and efta- 
bliflicd throughout the Naiion : for now it is a fufficiertt 
crime, (as the cafe of late hathltood)to be by fuch branded 
with the ignomy of an Informer , or an Informing Knave , 
though he difcover nothing, but what doth immediately con- 
cern the King's Intereft and publique good. And by thefe 
Smugglers and their Companions, he /hall be reputed and faid 
to be*, a troublefome fellow, an evil neighbour, a difturberof 
the Peace among friends , &c. betaufe he doth faithful fer- 
vice, according to his Duty, Confcienee, and Office , in la- 
bouring to prevent their Frauds , and abufes , as frequently 
by them praftifed as they can. And if fuch Officers in the 
•Cuftomes, Atturneysand Clerks, which do connive or com- 
ply with fuch Offenders , were removed from their Places, 
and Offices, and feverely punilhed, the publique good would 
be much preferved , Trading greatly advanced, and thereby 
Gentlemeas Eftates largely augmented , in their yearly value 
ofRents. 

I (hall now give a brief defcription of feveral Springs , that 
fill our Kingdome with Prohibited goods, and of feveral 
Leaks, that empty the Kingdome of other forts of our goods, 
which are prohibited to be Exported out of the Nation : As 
our Wool], and Fullers Earth, formerly fpoke to, which are 
by Health carryed out of the Kingdome , to the great damage 
to and prejudice of the Nation , and many Forreign Prohibited 
tbi Si/*- g 00c | S) arc brought in among us , to the great injury , and un- 
' ' doing of many Tradefmen , as Silk and RibbonjkVeavers, and 
o:her Artificers in and about Londvn, and feveral parts of 
the Kingdome, which occafions the great decay and lofs of 
our own Manufacture, with the lofs of the imployment of the 

Poor, 



(39) 

Poor , to the ruine of n-any thoufands , of men women snd 
chiidien, that have had their dependance , cheifiy , if not on- 
ly, on ihofc Mercbandiles , which are dayly Imponed ficra 
France, Flanders, ■ax A other Sea pons, fecreily into ihs our 
Kingdome. 

There are many of our Sea-Port Towns, andfevcral Creeks, 
and holes along the Souih-flioreoi£»^/«»^, betides Dover, 
Rumney Fairlee , Hafltngs , Felefton, Rye, Ercihem\ flon , 
&c. where thefe things are praftifed ; and indeed in the Sum- 
mer time, when it is fair weather, goods may be Landed on 
the Shoar , and Shipped off from theShoar, onVetTelsail a- 
Iong the Coaft, almoft from Dover to tie Lands end,irr 
Comvtal ■, and many times there are both brought afhore, and»'«>// ?;>,>. 
carried off fuch Goods as are Prohibited bothwayes, bothM<#. 
for coming into the Land , and carrying out of the Land , and 
this done in a fair night, and the goods brought in , lye ftiel- 
tred in Countreymens houfes, which can hide and fecure them 
till there be a convenient opportunity to difpofe otheiwife of 
them with fafety, and thefe Countreymen help them to Hor- 
fes , to carry them to London or other Markets. 

Neither do I here mention anything of the North-Coaft, 
becaufe I have hitherto been altogether unacquainted with 
thofe parts, although I havereafontobeleive, that the fame 
Smuggling Trade is alfo pr aftifed in thofe quart ei s , for their 
Coaft lying over againft Holland, doubtlels the people there 
are as ready to comply privately , in forbidden tradeirg with 
the Dutch, as along the Souih-Coaft, they are with ihe 
Fnnch , notwithftanding there isfuffkient Provilion made, 
in our Lawes againft fuch fmifter and e\ il Praftices ; But a- 
bout Kent and Sujfex 1 are moft frequently imported Prohi- 
bited goods from Frame and Flanders, and they are gocds 
of fuch value, that a (ingle Horfeman may tarry five, or fix 
hundred pounds worth about him , and yet it fhall hardly be 
known that he hath any thing with him. 

Now if thefe things were well considered , what quantities- 
©f goods are privately impoited, and*foas that they arefel- 
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Chnth«m^ ome difcovered, with wbatalfo comes into the River of 
Kiv.r. Medway ( alias Chatham J which lies about twenty feven 
miles from London , by Land ; and the mod convenient River 
in England, (T beleive) tiLand goods privately: it would 
eafily appear , what lofsitis to his Majefty in perticular, in 
liis Cultomes, which by thefeandfuch like PracSies are flol- 
len, and in general to the Trade of the whole Kingdome. 

It is alfo well known, that thofe which Ileal the Puties of 
the King's Cuftomes, and do Import and Export Prohibited 
Goods and Commodities, are none of themeaneft perfons 
in the places where they dwell , but fuch who oftentimes 
have great intereft with the Magiftrates about thofe places , 
and fe e'ng they get their money fo eafily , by not paying the 
Kings due Cultome for their goods, as honell Merchants do, 
and being Purfe-proud , do not value what they fpend, to in- 
Smiggi n giatiate themfelves into the favour of fuch Gentlemen , as 
m ^emar.y have authority as aforefaid; and then make it their bulinefs 
friends, by the affiftance of fuch Magiftrates, and their countenance, 
to deftroy all fuch as fliall difcover their fraudulent dealings, 
orelce by fomefuiall Bribes to flop their mouths, tbatfothefe 
Cheats may avoid the penalty of the Law, and prevent others 
from the future from difcovei ing their doings. 

The King's Cuftomehoufes , ought to be fo many locks 
and Keys to the Kingdoms, to let what is warrantable and 
lawful to come in, and to keep out what is forbidden its en- 
trance, and to prev ent the great abufesthat are fo frequently 
complained of, both in the Exportation of our Prohibited 
goods, and the Importation of Forreign goods forbidden by 
Law; and if the Officers were but as vigilant and faithful as 
they ought to be, th ey might eafily and readily prevent thefe 
enormities with their care and diligence, which are fo dayly 
praftifed. 

Miiheer- ^ Ut ' nst0 ° we " known, how remifs and carelefs the 
tJciusn Cfficers are, and riegleftful of their duties in many or the 
them. cit-Poits efpeciady , that it is a thing very ufual with Smug- 
glers to get blank Certificates , with the Seal of the Cuftome- 

houfe , 
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feoufe, to take up their Bonds that are given for the true de- 
livery of their goods at feme other Port in England - y and f"**"2- 
moreover there-is a great cheat in the fluffing Matters ofj^.'^^" 
fuch VelTels , as take in fuch goods , they will oftentimes ex- y,f t i. 
change the Matter , before he goes out of the Liberty of the 
Port, where the goods were Skipped; and yet if all thefe 
things fail , and their coaft Bonds come to be forfeited and 
put into Suit, it is not to be expreft, the delayes, fliifts and de- 
ceitful tricks that are praftifed by fome anderfheriffs and 
their Deputies, in their returns, and in the Execution of the 
Law, which ought to be done both with fpeed and juftice , 
but both thefe are by fuch perfons omitted , and thefe kind 
of doings do highly incourage thefe offenders, in their finful 
pra&ices. 

I have alfo obferved that the Farming the King's Cuftomes Pm-mmg 
bath been an occafionof great prejudice to the trade of the''" King's 
Kingdome , and the pnblique good • for when the weal and Cu fl lll >" s - 
good of the whole Nation, comes in competition with the . 
prefent profit of the Farmers , they are apt to refolve the que- " 
fiionfor their own advantage , permitting Prohibited goods 
to be Landed , fo long as the due Cuftomes , for them come 
into their Coffers , and the under-Officers , knowing what 
the Farmers their Matters do, are very apt to learn the trade , 
to let pafs our goods out of the Land that are alfo prohibi- 
ted : and thofe Smuggling Merchants that deal in fuch kind 
of wares , can eafily find out the blind fide of fuch Officers, 
& that will bebribed, to wink at fuch their deceitful pra&ifes, 
fuch an unfaithful Officer fliall be highly commended among 
thefe theevifli Merchants for a brave fellow, one that knows 
his bufinefs , and for a very civil perfon , that will do a Mer- 
chant a kindnefs upon occafion. Thus evil is called good, 
and good isftiledevil, as] faid before; thofe Officers that 
are faithful to King and Countrey , are called Knaves , Trou- f^,"™''' 
fclefome fellowes, evil Neighbours, &c. thefe thehoneft^'jj^* 
good men '&c. Good Lord I what a pafs are we come to in, 
this Nation? people account it no fin to ileal from the King, 
* ; ~ • p " and 
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and now adaiesthofe that practice fuch things have changed 
the tei me, it is not (by them) called dealing Cuftome, but fa- 
ving cuftome ; for my part I am of the opinion , that he that 
fteals Cuftome from the King to the value of twenty (hilling*, 
ceferves to be punilhedas well as he that fteals fo much from 
any other man. For aslhearda Schollcroncea reafoning, 
either it is this or that , &c.fo I fay here , either Cuftome is 
the Kings due, or it is not , but no man dares be fo impudent 
as in words to deny it , bat they muft needs acknowledge it a 
truth, that it is his due, and if fo, why then do ihey not give 
to Cafar the things that are his, according to the Commande- 
ment of our Saviour, and the Commandement of the King, 
andParliament.it being eftabliftied by Law, and conftituted 
for the publique good, and the general advancement of the 
Trade of the Nation ,and fuch Officers as will not comply 
with thefe fort of people to cheat the King, are called Fooles, 
men that do not know their bufinefs, but if another had that 
Office, he would make fomething of it, &c. but fuch men 
minding the faithful and confcionable difchargeof their duty 
to God, to the King and Kingdome ; with the bleding of God 
livebetter, anddoa thoufand times more good than others, 
and may be principal Inftruments to make the Kingdome hap- 
py andflouriihing. 

I have had difcourfe with fome perfons who have had the 
thoughts of getting a Pattent , to put the Laws into Executi- 
Pattent a on > c . natare againft the Tranfportation ofWooll , and other 
gainfl " prohibited commodities ; but I can hardly think they would 
Tranfpm- be careful and diligent in- that imployment , except they 
inginotl ftiould reap a confiderable profit for their labour, how 
fliould they expect to ballance their expence. I refer to the 
cenfure of the judicious , except it be by conniving at, (or 
g Z2 ""impounding with) the Offenders; fo that by fuch adeiign 
as this, the tranfgreflors may be encouraged to fin more, 
and more i, for if fuch Patentees fliould too much difcoui age 
that fort of people, that carry off the Wooll, &c . to other 
Nations, ( who are the only men that muft bring grifts to 

their 
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their Mill ) h would be as ridiculous a thing , ss for Law- 
yers to perfwade people to peace , and by that means lofe 
their Practice ; and it is generally beleived , that there would 
be more Prohibited goods tranfported then , tnan what have 
been before, if the cate for the putting the Lawes into Exe- 
cution, were once committed to Pattentees , for as in other 
cafes of the fame nature, the love of Money is fo natural , and 
money fo much hunted after , that it may be acquired , that 
the minding of putting the Lawes into Execution , and men 
doing faithfully and uprightly their duty , is not a thing now 
adayesatall regarded, or taken into conlideration as it ought 
to be. 

But I hope that bis Majcfly with all the Peers of the Realm, 
and all others, are made in feme good meafure fenlible of the 
great concernement of Trade, and the fad effects and confs- 
quents of exporting our Wooll , Fullers earth , &c. as alfo 
•f the idlenefs of our poor people , occalioned by the lofs of 
forreign Markets, for our woollen Manufactures - t thatl think 
it is high time for all Loyal Subjects , to give their utmoft af- 
fiftance to difcover all Offenders , and make them manifeftin 
their kind , and for all Superiors to give their juft afliftance 
that the Lawes may be put into a fpeedy and fevere executi- 
on againft all Delinquents as foon as made vifible. 

In the dayes of King Edward the third (formerly fpoken 
of) and fince, to the times of our late unhappy contuiions, 
the Trade of Clothing made the Kingdome flourilh for ma- 
ny years together, and doubtlefs would do fo again, if our 
Lawes were but put into Execution , and every one were 
obliged to difcover, and make manifeft the Tranfgrcffors, 
for this is not a bulinefs for two or three men to do, let them 
iraploy themfelves with all endeavours imaginable, but the 
eyes of all men muft be about this matter , tending to fuch a 
Reformation i and the Courts of Judicature muft be expe- 
ditious and fevere in the admin'ftraron of Juftice agaii ft fuch 
Offenders, when once convifted, ar^d let not one of them 
be (pared, who deferve to be punifhed without mercy : be- 
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caufe for a little private advantage , they do their utrnoft to 
bring ruine on the whole kingdome : I could alfo declare o- 
ther things that might be very affiftant to the increafe of 
Trade , and the profperity of the Kingdome , which is not fo 
convenient to be made publique, betore it be debated among 
the Clothiers and Tradefmen. 

It hath pleafed his Majefty to plant fuch Commiifioners 
now, for the management of his Cuftomes, that it is hoped 
theywiH do much good, efpeciatly in the regulation of the 
Out- Ports , concerning thofe notorious evil pra&ifes, which 
have been continually done among them , and for the en- 
couraging of thofe Officers that are honelt and faithful, if 
they fhould be troubled at any time, or be any wayes dam- 
nified about lawful feizures, byreafon of Actions brought 
againft them, that they (hall be reltivjd by the Con miflio- 
ners , and the charges that may arife in fuch cafes at the Law, 
to be born by the common ftock. 
oneming 1 could fay fomething for the Staplers , though not much, 
tpleri. ' becaufe I cannot find by our Lawes , that any fuch people 
■■ft i. were in thofe dayes, when the Trade and Manufacture of 
Wooll wasfirft brought iato.E«j/,*W-, and yet Wool! was 
fentto the Staples, and all the Manufacturers thereof, had 
th-ofe forts thatfuited beft for their trade, and we got and 
kept the whole trade of our EngUfii wooll , and of other 
Countries to olt felves, in this Kingdome, and had the com- 
mand of the forreign Mai kets, which was the occafion of the 
firftfetling all thofe Companies, as hath been formerly and 
briefly fet forth \ and I doubt not , but that thofe Staplers will 
feta glofs upon their bufinefs, and without queftion their 
money doth fpeak much for them, lying fpr the moft part in 
andabout Louden, fo near to the Fountain of the Lawes yet 
I do veiily beleive thofe people have much to anfwer for , as 
to the mine of many poor people , occalioned by their Ex- 
portation of Wooll beyond Sea, by which evil practice , the 
Trade of the kingdome is in a gieat meafure loft, as hath 
been fet forth already fomething largely - } by reafon where- 



(45 ) 

of many of our poor people in the kmgdome are ready to 
perilh for want of Bread , notwithstanding the great plen- 
ty in the Land ,.and this is becaufe they want work. 

I mould lofe time further to complain, feeing all people 
are experimentally fenlibleof the lofs and decay of Trade, 
to the great difadvantage of the Nobility, and Gentry in 
the Land, as alfo to the great detriment of the Farmer, and 
v Merchant; although indeed the Poor are molt pinthingly 
fenlible hereof, throughout the King's Dominions, and hence 
arifeih the want of Money, (the thing by ail men complained 
of) and the fall of Rents occafioned thereby. 

I fliall now proceed by way of Qu<try , to propound and 
infinuate fomething, that may tend towards a remedy, for 
thefe Maladies, formerly complain'dof, and to be a reftora- 
tiveto our decaying Trade, and to help it to life again ; for 
as Phjlitians having found ont the caufe of the Diftemper, 
know the readier how to apply what is futable , in order to 
the Cure. So here I having I hope difcovered the caufes, 
and occalions of our lofe of Trade , /hall take the boldnefs to 
give in tacitly my advice, moft humbly begging pardon for 
fuch a preemption , and in all fubmiffion, prcfeniingmy con - 
ceptions to better judgements. 

WHether it would not be convenient to have a Com- 
mitttee of Clothiers , fome of the principal of all 
Counties, with Merchants of thefeveral Cities, and lome o- 
ther Tradefmen, and Artificers, to be appointed ; whofe other 
weighty affairs might notobftiuci this great dclign of re- 
viving and advancing our Trade, to its former height, and 
lufter, and tl at fome of thofe Gentlemen (i, at a certain known 
place , as, heir occalions may permit, fo that fome of them 
may be ready at all times, to receive Petitions, orProjc&i- 
Ofis from workmen , which may any way tend to the encreafe 
and encouragement ofTiade^ andforlich Committees, to 
prepare and digeft the fame , into luth a Method and form, 
as might otcalion the Production of fuch further Lawes ( if 
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Co thought neceffary) for the future , a« might r eftore and 
advance the Ciothing Trade , and the well malting of Cloth, 
and al! forts of goods, both in the old and new Drapery ; and 
the rectifying fuch abufes among all other Tradeimen, that 
are any way unployed auout the laid Draperies, 
Qiitrt ». Whether all thole Laws againft Exportation , and Impor- 
tation of Prohibited goods, and for the punilh ..emorun- 
faithful Ofh'ceisof the Cuftomes,and others inn ufted that do 
connive at fuch abufes (to the King and Kingdome) and neg- 
lect the faithful performance of their duty , ought rot to be 
put into effectual Execution, and whether all other Lawes, 
tending to the fame matter, or have any relation to thefe 
things, ought not once in a raoneth , upon the market day to 
be piibhqucly read and declared, efpecially in the Sea-Port 
townes, round ab; ut the Land, that by this means all the 
common people , who have the beft and greateft opportuni- 
ties for difcovering Offenders, might know the Law, and fo 
confequently know how, and wherein to do the King and 
Countrey fen ice , fuch as might be very acceptable to them, 
and Ihould not be unprofitable to themfelves , if they would 
be careful and diligent to watch and look o: t. 
Qtittrc j. VVhetherallpeopleoughtnottobecncouraged, that fhall 
difcover fuch as Tranfport Prohibited goods, either into the 
Kingdome or out of it ; and that care Iho Id betaken for 
them in a very fpecial manner , that they might be protected 
from vexatious Suits , and Troubles , which are ufually 
brought upon them that do difcover fuch tranfgreffors , that 
fo others may be terrified from fuch like difcoveries, all- 
though therein, by making known fuch Smugglers, that 
they may receive the juftice of the Law , they do the King 
and Kingdome the higheft fei vice that may be ; and that care 
may be taken how their Credits, Families and Fortunes may 
be preferved againft the malice or iuch Mifcreants, whole 
common practice is to multiply troubles on all fuch as do 
anyway moleftthem in their unjuft aeugnes. 
• Whether the evil prefiJencs, on fouie faithful Officers (be- 
ing 
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ing vexed and molefted by thefe Smugglers and their Adhe- 
rents) foi doing cf eir Jury and being juft in their places , for 
the publique goo i bent) ofKwg and Kingdome. may not give 
occation to many other Officers , to take Bribes , and com- 
ply with thofe Smugglers to cheat his Majefly of his due 
Cuftomes, rather than to run the hazard of fuch moleftati- 
oas , to the utter ruine of thenifelves and Families. 

Whether it may not beneceffary to put thofe Laws into,£ tug. 
Execution , that appointed Staples onpurpofe to fell WooH 
at, and that noae fhould be bought, fold, or bargained for 
but in the publique Market, by the Clothiei s , or the Manu- 
facturers therof.or fhould be carry ed too or from, any plaee 
or lodged near the water- fide, under any pretence whatfoe- 
ver, without the Licences of fome Officers , appointed on 
purpofe, except only in the day-time , by publique and open 
carriages from the place of its growth, to the publique Mar- 
ket, fo that all thofe which fhall carry Wooll concealed , and 
others who with force of armed men in the night, tranfport 
it to the water fide, in order to their private Shipping it off, 
with as much obfcurity as they can, might be discovered by 
fome honeft Shepherds, Husbandmen, Porters, or Water- 
men, whofe occafions call them to be abroad both early and 
late, and fo they have more convenient opportunities to find 
out fuch evil doers, than other people have ; and that fuch as 
do give in Information of fuch tranfgreffors , iball be Pro- 
tected and well rewarded. 

Whether the wilful tran r grefi5on of the Laws of the Land, jOj^-, fi 
made & fetled by the King,Lords &Commons in Parliament, 
£V continued in, &obftinately pradtifed ; be not the ready if not 
the only Introduction to Rebellion, when fuch evil doers , as 
have been formerly fpoke of, do make it their utmoft endea- 
vour, to deftroy the publique for a little private advantage, 
ashath been already fomuch complained of, havingnote- 
fpeft to the Laws cf the Land , that Prohibit fuch e.il pra- 
ctices as theirs , and whether this be not a high contempt of 
the Authority afoiefaid, that Enacted thofe good Lawcs. 

Whether 
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«Wf 7 Whether tt not forward the great work ofrevi- 

ting our Trade , and prevent thofe abufes complained of, if 
an Offitc was appointed in every County , to be kept by fome 
honeft upright men, who have a clear refpc&tothe pub- 
Iique good , and advarii ing the National Trade, that might re- 
ceive all Informations of fuch abufes, and tranfgreifions of 
the Laws of the Land , in the cafe before mentioned, from 
any peaple ibatlhould be the difcoverers of the fame , and 
that fuili Officers may have power to examine Witnefs up- 
on Oath, and if there be found a real guilt, in the Accufed per- 
fon or perfons, that fuch Officer ihall give to fuch difcoverer, 
of his or their good fervkc, and the matter to be Profecu- 
ted at Law by a publique charge ; and the perfons, though 
never fomean, that have given the Informations, mould be 
affured to receive his reward , by vertue of his Certificate, 
without any manner of trouble or charge to hirafelf , as foon 
as the Suit lhaU be determined ; all which would be carry- 
ed on with much eafe, and be accomplilhed in a fliort time if 
fuch an Officer as did Profecute for the King had the counte- 
nance of the Courts of Judicature as they ought to have , and 
the Cities and Countries made throughly fenfible, that this 
matter is of fo great concernment to the publique good,fo 
thatall Smugglers might be So much difcountenanced , by all 
people both high and low, that none mould dare toprefume 
totranfgrefs the King's Laws, or for the future, endeavour a 
publique deftru&ion to the kingdome, for their private and 
perticuler advantage. 

Qutre 8. whether it may not be judged to be more convenient , up- 
on thedifcovery of fuch Offenders, to Profecute them in the 
King's Court of Exchequer , rather than in' any Countrey 
Court adjacent, where fuch Fad: was committed ; or where 
the Offender dwells, lead there Ihould be fome fpecial cor- 
refpondence held thereabouts, or intereft more readily made 
in fuch Courts. 

Qs*m 9' In cafe any publique Officer fliould be furprized, by the 
fubtil contriyanccof fuch Smugglers, with their Atturnies and 

Clerks, 
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Clerks, (who frequently ufe foul pra&'ces alfo,) and that 
fach Officer lhall be put to great Charges, poffibly beyond 
his Ability , before he can obtain releif accord ng to the 
rules of the Law: whether it would not be convenient that 
fuck Rules Ihould be made and practiced in all Court* of 
Judicature, that fuch publique Officers for the King, fliould 
not be expofed to fo great charges , by Aftions brought a- 
ga-inft them , meerly out of malice , which are done purely 
out ofdefign to terrify fuch Officers, (and to prevent ifpoili- 
6Ie, for the future, the due and faithful Execution of their 
raid Office in fuch cafes , wherein the Kingdomes good is fo 
much concerned, and that a place was appointed where they 
might be fpeedily heard without tedious attendance. 

Whether any Officer that formerly did , or now doth be- - r f J8 . 
long to the Cuftomes, or was any way es intrufted in his Ma- 
jefties Service, who hath proved un juft , and unfaithful in his 
Office, either by conniving at fuch Smugglers , or complying 
with them, or negliedtng (upon complaint made to him) to 
faring them to condigne punilhment, according to the Juftice < 
of the Law, ought ever to be intrufted in any publique Im- 
ployment for the future. 

Whether by our Laws, any Under Sheriff onght to con- 
tinue in his Office, more than one year, or to aft as Under- Q?* 1 ' 11 • 
Sheriff upon any pretenc whatfoever ; confidering they have 
fuch opportunities , to be prejudicial to any perfon, accor- 
ding to their Interefts and inclinations ; and they may delay 
and vex one party , and in the mean timeunjuftly incourage, 
and heigh.en the other ; and this is fuch a thing as of en 
proves very prejudicial to His Majeft'es Affairs in the Pio- 
fecntion offucti Liformations, as may be brought , touching 
the abufes here men. io r cd- 

Whether thefe Officers , that are in Commiflion or Im- t% . 
ployment, that do joyn with, or countenance fu h as do - ^ 
tranfgrefs the King's Laws, and make :t their bufir.efs to de- 
fraud the King of his Dues, or arc not ready and forw a: d to 

G do 
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io that juftice againft the Delinquents that To do , ought not 
to be Difplaced , and fome way feverely Punilhed ? 

Studn n„ Whether thofe Jurors that will give up their Verdift con- 
*trary to Law.and Evidence, ought not to be forced to give 
fatisfaftion to the party fo gieived , and injured ; or to be 
madetofufferone way orano:her,as examples infuch cafes ; 
without asy tedious trouble to the party greived , as may be 
judged requifite , and reafonable ; for as our Laws ftand in 
that cafe, itisalmoft impoflible topunilh a Jury that doth 
offend, and ad: contrary to Law ; for it is too much become 
the cuflome of many Juries , to ad: to the dammage of on* 
petfon, out of favour and refpe A to the other, fo that all peo- 
ple are fenfible ofthe great abufes that are put upon one par- 
ty . where the Adverfary can carry a great intereft , either in 
Cities or Countrey. 

Qutrt 14.. Whether it would not be as great a renown to His Maje- 
fly, if the Trade of Clothing was recovered to its height, 
as it was to King Edward the Third , of Famous Memory, 
by whofe Providence, and Induftry it was firft brought into 
England t which hath been fo exceedingly advantagious to 
this Kingdome , for many years, and doubtlefs might be re- 
vived, to as great a ftrengtt las ever; if fuch thing? wereion- 
fulted and practiced , which might be the proper and effe- 
ctual means, conducible thereunto ; and the peopU ofthe 
Kingdome brought to a ready obfervation , of the Lawesof 
t he Land , which would turn to his M.ijelties great advantage 
in his Cuftotnes, See. and put all his Subjedts in. general intoa 
capacity of paying their Taxes willingly , ai cording as' his 
Majeftyihoaldhave occafion, the Springs of Tiade then be- 
ing opea and running , would bring in applies to all peo- 

Whether it would not be necelfary that all thofe Laws not 
yet Repealed, relating to the furtherai.ee of -Trade, and 
pr -Jiifcuoufly fcattered in the Law Boolts, ought not to be 
revived, and re-Printed in one Volume, that fo all people 
aught readily know thofe Laws, and be by Authority Arid- 
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ly commanded the obfervance of the fame, with incouiage- 
raents to the obedient , and punilhments to the difobedient. 02*** 

In cafe any Laws be wantiog, or are not full enough, a- 
gainft the Tranfportation of our Prohibited goods , or the 
Importation of Forreign Prohibited goods , as new forti of 
Stuffs, that may be trade beyond Sea, or any thing eke , that 
is not perticularly provided againft, whether it may net be 
very neceffary to ha* e fuch a defect fupplyed. 

Whether there ought not to be a Statute for the regulati- 
on or well making of fuch Stuffs ,c^c. which were not ufed 
in former times , that fo all deceits in work may be avoided, 
which if done, would doubttefs very much advance the cre- 
dit of the Englijh goods, and greatly further the fale of them 
at a Forreign Market. 

Whether it is convenient that our Manufa&ures of Cloth Quxn 18. 
and Stuffs, Ihould be allowed to be tranfported out of the 
Land white (or undied ) becaufe it is a very common pra- 
ctice of the Z>«re& and £»<W«/& too, fo to do, and then they 
Dye them and Drefs them in Holland, by the which they fet 
many people on work, and all that imployment is loft to En- 
gland. : but this is not all , for the Dutch do fo handle the 
matter, as that they mak our own goods more acceptable and 
ialeable in Forreign Countries , than we ufually do, with the 
fame fort of goods which we Dy in England ,to the great 
profit and credit of the Dutch abroad among ftrangers, and 
to the great lofs and dammage of England, befides the dif- 
reputation by that means to England, yea many times the 
fame goods that were carryed over to Holland white , are re- 
turned to us again , when the Dutch have Dyed them and 
dreffed them , and then they are efteemed the belt Colours, 
and therefore moft vendible among us. 

Whether it would not be very conducible to the publique ^ f 
good , that thofe perticuler Statutes mould be put into effectu- *^ '* 
al Execution , which do pofiti e!y appoint , that all Mer- 
chants Forreigners , Tradeirig into England with Commo- 
dities of their own Count. ey growth, and vending them 
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here, fliould lay out their moi.ey again in our Englifii Ma- 
nufactures, and not be permitted to cany money out of the 
Land, direftly nor indirectly ; but lay it out in tl-.egoods, 
and wares of England (_ their ncceffai y expences exccpied) 
according to the true intent and meaning of the faid Sta- 
tute. 

Whether it be not worthy to be taken into confideration, 
QfM'o. concerning the fineneCs and weight of cur Lnglilh Coin,a- 
bove and beyond the Coin of our neighbouring Nations , and 
whether that be not the caufe of its importation out of the 
Land ;a broad twenty ihilliiigs peice of Gold, being worth 
in France, Flanders , and Holland, twenty feven ihiHings, 
and a Crown piece of filver worth lix fliillings ; fo that I fup- 
pofe we may ceafe wondring , what is become of the money 
of the Kingdome, confidering it is fuch profit to the Mer- 
chant to tranfport it beyond Sea. 

Whether it would not very much increafe Trading, and 
*ji<tri 1 1 1 highly advantageous to the King's Majefly , to have mo- 
ney plentiful in the Land, and greatly benefit the Commcn - 
Weale , if money in England was in fome meafure made 
finable or equal , to the weight and finenefs of money in o- 
ther Lands, and whether this would not be a great means of 
bringing in money from other Lands, and then keep it in the 
Kingdome being brought in ■, by fuch means the King would 
be fure to have a fpeedy fupply on all demands, for his occafi- 
ons ; and it is granted on all hands , that good Treafures of 
Money are the principal Sinews of War. 
Quae t*. Whether we in England, ought not in reafon, to take the 
'fame care, for the prefervation and advancement of our Na- 
tive Commodities, as every other Kingdome and Countrey 
doth for theirs, as in Spain, the labour of thepeopleisin 
their Vineyards, for the Product ion of Wine and Fruit , con- 
cerning which they take great care , that they make the ut- 
moft, and fper.d little of thefe things themfelves, that they 
may make money of them to furnilh their needs , with what 
is futable, and many times they will not part with thefe their 
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goods , for Barter, or Exchange for other goods , but will 
have ready money, and at dear rates too , as 1 have heard by 
thofe that have traded into thofe parts ; feme have given to 
the Spaniards, at the Canaries loopeices of Eight, for an 
ordinary Pipe of Wine, in ready money ; which joo Peices 
ofEight are well worth twenty two pounds Sterling, wiih us, 
andJikewife in France concerning their Wines, Salt, Bran- 
dy, &c. what care is by them taken to make the belt of 
them, that may be , and what vaft quantities of French- 
Wines , Brandy, Vinegar, &c, do eome over into England 
in a year ; to pay for w hich I doubt , there goes a great deal 
of ready money : and if fo in other Countries, why fhould 
not the fame care betaken in England ,fbr the advancement 
of our Manufactures, endeavouring thereby to imploy our 
Poor, and fo to inrich the Kingdome , efpeeiaBy conlidering 
the far greater advantages of To doing, that we have in£«- 
gland, than any other Nation hath , as hath been already at 
large fet forth. 

Why fhould the humour of our people in EngUndfo far<j/«r« »-... 
engage them to an oldcuftome of burying the dead in Lin- 
nen , as to contradict and difobey fo good a Law as was lately 
made by Aft of Parliament , for the burial of our dead in 
Woollen, doubtlefs there was reafon enoug then produced 
in Parliament, to fway with the King and thofe two Honou- 
rable Houfes for the Enacting the fame , and whether it be 
notas decent to cover thedead Corps in Flannel , as it is with 
Linnen, befide the burial of the dead in Flannel will great- 
ly advance the Manufacture of the Nation, and in reafon ad- 
vance the prizes of all other Woollen wares, and this Wool- 
len Cloth is of cur own production , and when we bury our 
people in Linnen , that eatifcth fo much expence (for the ge- 
nerality) of the goods of ether Countries; and whether jc 
ought not to be confidered , that the Law provided in this, 
cafe, ought to be re-inlorced. 

Now to draw towards an end, I have met witlian Ob- 
jection to this Treatife, that it may be judged Superflous, 
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toeeaufefeveral Books are extant concerning this Subject ; to 
which I Anfwer. 

Though I have reafon to beleive them that told me lb , yet 
I do beleive that the Reader will find a great difference be- 
tween this and any other, if they be compared together, 
and that in many relpefts. 

And again I Anfwer, that the more Complaints are made , 
of the Abufesand great Loffes to the Kingdome , fo much 
the more ought all good men to enquire into the truth of 
thofe Complaints , and endeavour for futable Remedies in 
Tendency wheieto,Ihaveprefentedfomething here by way 
of Quaere, &c. 

And now meihinks I hear fome wife men fay , that it is Rea- 
fon that fuch abufrs mould be punilhed, and that feverely, 
if any iliould prefutne to aft fuch things , as ate here com- 
plained of, or any waiesvindicate thofe that do them ; to the 
which I anfwer, that I wilh that I were called to prove my 
knowledge of thofe things, without too much charge or At- 
tendance , before any that mould be appointed , to enquire 
into and to regulate the fame, fori do not make it nay buli- 
nefs to fet forth in this difcourfe the perticuler abufes of 
thofe Countrey Attorneys, Under-Clerks, Under-SherirTs 
in their returns , and the abufes 6f their Officers , and the Af- 
fiftance that fome great Smugglers have, from fome Ma- 
giflrates and Juftices ofthe Peace in the Countrey, toge- 
ther with the affronts that have been offered to our good 
Lawes, of which I have had a large and fad esperience : And 
although oar Lawes are good, and ourjudgesare juft, yet 
the coiruption in the praftice of the Law , by nnder-Offi- 
cers , isfo exceedingbad and deftruftive to the Trade and 
publique good of the Kingdome , that in cafe I (houldper- 
ticularly recite thofe abufes that I my felf hav e met witha- 
mong the Pradicers ofthe Law, ImouldfiH a Book many 
times bigger than this. 

And t-ow I (hall conclude, with the true and hearty wi/lies 
of a.) Englifimm, that all our Miniftets of State may fo a- 
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gree efpecially inthis jun&ure of time," that they may una- 
nimously joyn together , as one intire body , againft all In- 
truders upon our Trade and Priveledges both at Sea and 
Land jthat the Walls of this Kingdome may be built up and 
preferved,and ourTradeing may encreafe and flouri/h, fo 
that no cunning Ufurpers may rob us of our old Preroga- 
tives of the Seas, or the Manufacture of our native Trade up- 
on the Land. 
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Pofcript. 

THatthcfc things are confidera Me 
to be looked incq j and that a ttock 
mayberaifed to employ the poor 
out of mifimployed Charity , I 
have given a breit account of the a- 
bufes of Charity , in the place 
where I now inhabit , with a fhort Defcription of 
the Riverof Medina], alias Chatham , and the fraudes 
pra&ifed there and of forne notorious abules 
put upon me for doing my duty , and endeavouring 
to prevent thofe {raudes complained of in this Book, 
with the foul Practife of fome under- Clerks , and 
cunning devices of forne other Lawyers, which I 
fhall Prefent to his mod Sacred Majefty, and to the 
great Councels of the Kingdonae ; to the end it may 
be known what need there is of better encourage- 
ment to honeft Officers, and thofe who put the Laws 
in Execution againft fuch Offenders , being alfo 
ready to prove what isalledged in every particular 
claule before his Majefty in Councel. 

England 



England is exceeding happy in a good and gracious King, 
but exireamly unhappy in fome u.ifauhiul Officers, and di- 
vided people, we are alfo hapoy in good Lawes, but u.. happy 
in that they are fo much corrupted , it is nothing with fome 
Councel to make good, bad, and bad good ; and in cafe they 
abufe a man never fo much , this is fuffident , They night to 
do what they can for their Client : by this courfe , our moft 
gracious King , and t[ie Honourable Courts are often milin- 
formed , honed men difcouragej , and unjuft Stewards pre- 
ferred, let Attorneys and Clerks ufe never fo unjuft practice, 
honeft and juft Lawyers will feldome complain , or moue a- 
ga ; n(lthofeofthefame proftllion. This Nation is puffed up 
with Pride, and grown idle with plenty, the meaneftvie 
with the gi eateft , and will do any unj'ait thing to maintain 
it,Piayesare more regarded then Prayers, Drunkennefs 
than Study , the Clerks pens, than Trades-mens hands, fo 
that our Tiaie is loft, our people live idle, Charity Robbed, 
our Poor ftarved , our Lawes.not regarded , our Confidences 
faft a fleep. 

1 LeSieneisfomuchakereJ in zf.ot 30 years, that then a 
man thought his Son well provided for, if placed with a Clo- 
thier, and now nothing will dobut Law, fo that they multi- 
ply like Catterpillersin a dry Summer, infomuch that the 
increafe of the Land cannot feed them , but they fwallow up 
the earth alfo, what I write is no Romance, I have had fad 
experience of the truth of it , and according to the good old 
Proverbs, The Lofer may have leave io Jpeak,, -And truth 
may be blamed, though not jhamed , that doth make a man as 
bold as a Lion, and I blefs God in all my fad Afflictions , that 
very thing , and God's promifes hath kept up my fpiiits, and 
without 1 eafon I flill hoped to be delivered from thofe wolves, 
as Daniel was delivered out of the Lyons Den , which hath 
been done, fome of my Enemies falling before me, and others 
have confeffed their fauhs, and I l ave as freely forgiven 
them, as I hope God will forgive me, others whofe actions 
are fo foul, ih.ey blulh and hang down their heads when 
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they fee me, though they wilt endeavour behind my 6ack J 
& where it's not known, to excufe themfelves,I declare i efire 
to be in peace with all men , though I do endeavour to get my 
right , vindicate my felf, and for publique good punilh 
Offenders. 



Vale. 



